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Miffionary Society, convened at the Third General Meeting, 
May 10th, 1797. 


ITH mingled fenfations of joy and gratitude, of 

hope and fear, we meet you, dear brethren, once 

more, at this return of our annual folemnities, to report the 
progrefs of the bleffed work intrufted to our care. 

We are arrived at a period of peculiar anxiety, in which, 
it may be truly faid, we travail in birth till Chrift be form- 
ed in the fouls of thofe heathens, for whofe fervice we 
have lately fent our firft Miffionaries, and whofe progrefs 
on their voyage more deeply interefts us for its comple- 
tion. 

Many favourable circumftances have confpired to in- 
duce a hope, that our attempt will not prove abortive, ° 
But too much confidence fhould not be placed in appear- 
ances. Dark clouds may overfpread the brighteft fky: 
and the threatening ftorm may as fpeedily be difperfed. 
We are taught, by the word of God, and his dealings with 
his people, to believe, that even the moft merciful dif- 
penfations of his providence are fometimes, for a feafon, 
awfuland myfterious. Nor, though uncertain in the pre- 
fent inftance, how far it may pleafe God to give fuccefs to 
our fervices, can we doubt his acceptance of them, even 
though he fhould try our patience, love, and zeal, by de- 
laying their accomplifhment, or even by difappointing us 
in fome refpeéts, as to the expected iffue. 

But whatever he decides, we truft, you will have no 
reafon to difapprove any part of our conduct. Every 
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thing that could be done by us, to a¢complifh your de- 
fign, hath been done, diligently, cheerfully. Your Mif- 
fionaries we have fele@ted with the greateft circum{pection 
and care. We have purchafed for them an excellent com- 
modious veflel, commanded by the beft of captains. We 
have ftored it with every article that could contribute to 
their comfort and health during their voyage. We have 
amply fupplied them with fuch things as are likely tocon- 
ciliate the favour of the natives, and render their fitua- 
tion ufeful and happy, in the different iflands where they 
may be ftationed. We have given them inftructions how 
to act towards the Heathen, and each other. We faw 
them embark. | We accompanied them to Port{mouth. 
We aflifted them in framing their internal regulations. 
We forfook them not, till the Duff, in which they failed, 
left our ifland; and ever fince we have followed them 
with our prayers, But, alas! after all, what have we 
done? Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but God 
alone can give the increafe. 

It is highly reafonable to expect, that God will be- 
ftow that increafe, as his blefling, and the means are ge- 
nerally connected; efpecially when thofe means are ufed 
in humble dependence on himfelf, and with a fingle eye 
to his glory. Befides, we have many great and precious 
promifes to encourage our confidence, that all the Hea- 
then, and, therefore, thofe to whom we have fent, will be 
delivered from their fpiritual thraldom; and though we 
are not certain that God will effect their deliverance, by 
the brethren, gone forth under our patronage, yet we 
have great reafon to hope it, fince he has ftirred up the 
fouls of his people to pray for it, with a fervour and per- 
feverance feldom experienced upon any other occafion. 
Confidering, however, the aétive part we have taken in 
the choice of men and meafures, it will not be furprifing, 
if, till the event be known, our feelings are, in many re- 
fpects, like thofe of Mordecai and the believing Jews, 
while Efther was entering into the prefence of Ahafue- 
rus. 

In the mean time, it is our duty to detail the fteps we 
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have purfued, in conformity to your refolutions and pur- 

pofes; the bleflings which have hitherto accompanied our 

exertions; and the reafons we have to hope, that the Mif- 

fionaries are, before this time, arrived at one er more of the 
laces of their deftination. 

At our laft annual meeting, you refolved, in confe- 
quence of the report we then made, that, if poffible, thir- 
ty perfons, befides women and children, fhould be fent to 
the iflands of the South Sea, in a fhip of our own, nayi- 
gated by Captain Wilfon, and a felect crew of pious ma- 
riners. 

In order to the accomplifhment of your views, our firft 
object was to obtain a fufficient number of wife and godly 
perfons, for the work of the miffion, in whofe fidelity to 
our Lord we could confide, and of whofe Miffionary call, 
we had, after the moft diligent examination, fatisfactory 
evidence ; and our next object was to procure a proper 
veflel to conduct them to the fceneef operation. 

At. that time, as you may probably recollect, fifteen 
Miffionaries only had been accepted. But the number of 
perfons who offered themfelves, happily increafing, we 
were able to complete the miflion, before the proper feafon 
for failing expired, upon the extended fcale you then 
adopted. And, onthe 28th of July laft, they were fo- 
lemnly fet apart, for the important work, at Zion Cha- 
pel, amidft feveral thoufands of praying people. 

Not lefs thanten minifters, belonging to our Society, 
engaged in this pleafing and extraordinary fervice. Three 
prayed; one preached; another delivered a charge to the 
Miffionaries; and five more of our brethren, felected 
from the various denominations of profeffing Chriftians, 
of which it is the peculiar glory of our Society to confift, 
an [’pifcopalian, a Prefbyterian, a Seceder, an Indepen- 
dant, and a Methodift, united in the folemn defignation 
of the Miffionaries to their work, addrefling them feve- 
rally in thefe words: ‘* Go, our beloved brother, and 
“* live agreeably to this holy word, (putting a bible into 
‘* his hand) and publifh the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus 
“*-Chrift, to the heathen, according to your calling, gifts, 
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“ and abilities, in thename of the Father, and of the Son} 
“ and of the Holy Ghoft.”. To which each Miffionary 
replied, ‘ I will, God being my helper.” 

Never can we reflect on the fingular folemnity of this 
impreflive fcene, the love and union fo prevalent in every 
bofom, the fervent prayers offered up by the immenfe 
congregation, and the divine benediction that accompas 
nied the difcourfes of the preachers, without feeling the 
moft lively emotions of delight and thankfulnefs. It was, 
indeed, a fcene much to be remembered by us, and all 
who rejoice in the profperity of Zion, to fee thofe, whofe 
hearts were already united fo the Lord Jefus Chrift, unit- 
ing their beft exertions in promoting his glorious caufes 
fome of them forfaking all that is dear to nature, and 
freely devoting their lives, to {pread the gofpel of his grace 
to the remoteit corners of the earth. But we forbear to 
enlarge; nor is it neceflary that we fhould, as the dif 
courfes are printed for the benefit of the Society, with the 
names of the Miflionaries, and all the particulars of the 
fervice, prefixed. 

While the Committee of Examination were thus dili- 
gently employed in procuring proper Miffionaries, the 
Mercantile Direftors were no lefs active in their endea- 
vours to purchafe a fuitable fhip. Several eflays were 
made with this view, and fome were near accomplifhment ; 
but hindrances, which it would be tedious to detail, and 
difappointment, which, at the time, were regretted, de- 
layed the execution of our purpofe, till the Duff was of: 
fered for our fervice. 

At firft we hefitated ; the price demanded for her be- 
ing no lefs than five thoufand pounds. But, when we 
contidered how falt the feafon was advancing ; how dan- 
gerous it would be to fail at an improper time, and with- 
out convoy; how difficult it was to meet with an offer of 
a fhip, in all refpects fit for our purpofe; and how ra 
pidiy the price of fhips was rifing, by reafon of the great 
number of tranfports engaged continually by govern- 
ment; and when we took into the account, the fuperior 
excellence of the Duff, the ample accommodations it af- 
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forded, and the probability that the voyage, in fuch a 
thip, would be more fafe and fpeedy, we immediately, at 
the ftrong recommendation of the profeffional men who 
had been “confulted, ordered the bargain to be clofed. 

As it has been always our aim to execute the Miffion 
upon a large fcale, comprehending the moft extenfive 
profpects of ‘ufefulnefs, fo have we carefully endeavoured 
to adminifter the funds of the Society, in a manner the 
moft economical. With this view, we apprehended it 
was our duty to endeavour to lighten the great expence 
incurred in the purchafe of the veflel, and the greater ex- 
penditure that muft necefiarily be meuirsied 3 in the ftores and 
equipment ; yet without the leaft iufringement on the fa- 
cred fervice to be performed. It appeared to us, that after 

the Miffionaries had received every needful attention and 
attendance, the voyage might be terminated profitably to 
the Society, and without any confiderable deviation from 
the ufual tract, by peneuring a freight from the Eaft-In- 
dia Company homeward, from China or Bengal. 

Proper application was inftantly made; and we have to 
acknowledge the politenefs of the India Dire@ors, in con- 
fidering and granting our petition. 1 hough our fhip is 
of a fize very much inferior to thofe commonly eizsidey 
in their fervice, they were pleafed to give us a charter- -par 
ty, with a freight of 300 tons, at the war price of 16]. per 
ton, and with the wiodl allowance of half, for as many 
tons above 300 as fhe fhould be able to bring. Our ob- 
ligations are to be at Canton, by the 18th of January, 
1798; but left the benefit of the miffion thould make a 
longer detention at the iflands neceflary, they were pleafed 
to extend the charter-party to the November following. 
In order to take every precaution that prudence could dic- 
tate, to fecure a certain return of part of the expence of 
the veffel and outfit, in cafe of her being captured by the 
enemy, or loft by any providential ftroke, it was thought 
proper to infure upon her the fum of 6000]. This could 
not have been done for lefs than 600 guineas, as the 
Joweft terms of infurance were then ten guineas per cent. 


But here the fame zeal and liberality of many of our 
‘brethien 
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brethren appeared, as had been fo eminently confpicuous in 
all their other procedures. An infurance, to the amount 
of 30001. was made at a penny per cent.a merely nomi- 
nal fum, to make the obligation of the bond valid. 

How munificently the liberality of many individuals 
contributed towards our ftores and equipment, we: would 
detail to you with pleafure, if we were not afraid of of- 
fending their modefty, and unwilling, where the number 
of gifts were fo many, to omit the leaft more than the 
greateft. It will, therefore, we truft, be fufficient to fay, 
that no fooner was our lift of wants circulated, than prefents 
of this kind, to the amount of fome thoufands of pounds, 
were made; fome by public bodies, as the Apothecaries’ 
Company and the Humane Society, and others by indi- 
viduals, among whom were found perfons who gave arti- 
cles to the amount of an hundred, and even two hundred 
pounds. . 

It is impoflible to pafs by the kindnefs we have receiv- 
ed from all perfons in office with whom we had todo. A 
difficulty refpecting our regiftering the fhip having arifen, 
as fhe belonged to no individual, and, at the fame time, 
to no chartered body, the Board of Trade, and the Board 
of Cuftoms, in the moft friendly manner met our appli- 
cation, and facilitated our clearances. And, what per- 
haps never happened before in the world, not an indivi- 
dual perfon would take a fingle fhilling for any fees of of- 
fice; fo highly did they approve the benevolence of our 
defign; nor did they fuffer us to experience a moment’s 
delay, but difpatched our bufinefs with the greateft cheer- 
fulnefs and celerity: 

The Lords of the Admiralty granted us alfo protec- 
tions for our feamen in the moft obliging, manner ; and 
one of them, who happened to come on fhore, having 
been prefied and fent on board a tender, was immedi- 
ately liberated on our application. 

Our fhip being ftored and equipped, her clearances ob- 
tained, and the Miflionaries fet apart, dire@tions were given 
them to embark early on the roth of Auguft, in order to 
join, if poffible, the convoy at Portfmouth, and fail with 
the fleet bound to the Eaft-Indies, 
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Befides the larger inftructions furnifhed to the Miffion- 
ariés, and which may be confulted by the Society, as 
they are printed at the end of the Difcourfes delivered at 
the public defignation; we took an affectionate farewell of 
them, in the name of the Society, the evening preceding 
the embarkation, addrefling them in a fraternal charge, 
which we ordered to be printed in the Evangelical Maga- 
zine; the publication you adopted from the commence- 
ment of our Inftitution, as the ftanding medium of our 
communication with the Society. 

Nor did we fuffer the evening to clofe till we received 
the Lord’s Supper, together with the Captain, the Mif- 
fionaries, and their wives, and many of the moft ferious 
and active friends of the Society; and as a ftriking proof 
of the union maintained, and the extinction of bigotry 
among us, it was previoufly refolved, that the oldeft mi- 
nifter who might be prefent, whatever were his denomi- 
nation, fhould lead the worfhip, and the next to him in 
years conclude it, each of the other minifters taking fome 
intermediate part inthe fervice. We may truly fay, “ if 
ever God was prefent in the affemblies of his faints, he 
was prefent upon that occafion. It was furely a little fpe- 
cimen of what the church, in the latter days, will be, when 
love, like death, will level all diftinctions. It was evena 
foretafte of heaven.” 

About five o’clock the next morning, the Miffionaries 
embarked at Blackwall, multitudes flocking around them, 
to take their leave; and as we failed down the river, fing- 
ing the praifes of God, the fcene became ftill more deeply 
affecting. The failors in the different fhips as we pafled, 
viewed us with filent furprife; and the ferious people on 
both fides the river, waving their hats, bid thefe holy fer- 
vants of God a lafting’ farewell. From Gravefend, Chat- 
ham, and Sheernefs, the friends of the Inftitution met the 
veilel, bringing with them, in token of affeétion, poultry, 
and fuch other articles of ftores as they thought would be 
wanting. 

Before fhe reached Portfmouth, we learned, with fome 


concern, that the convoy we had hoped to join had a 
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Thus, an unexpected delay kept us at Spithead aboug 
fix weeks, till another gonvoy, with the Adunset: was 
ready to conduct us as far as the rock of Lifbon, which, 
we trufted, would fecure us from the danger moit to be 
apprehended from the enemy’s crurzers. 

But this de ‘lay, however neliews at the time, was 
not without the happieft co: ifequences to the Miffion, as 
it afforded the moft fatisfactory proot of the fteadinefs of 
thofe engag?d, and gave {uch of gur brethren who vifited 
or accompanied them till their departure, the moft pleaf- 
ing and increafing confidence in their ftability and zeai. 

Te likew vife enabled us to procure a fingularly beautiful 
and authentic detail of the tranfactions of the mutineers at 
Otaheite, during an abode of about two years, together 
with a copious vocabulary, fufficient to fupply the Mit 
fionaries with the rudiments of the language, and to fur. 
nifh them with a great, variety of phrafes of moft imme- 
diate neceffity to begin an intercourfe with the natives; 
and which, we are happy to add, from the letters juit re. 
ceived, hath moft particulariy engaged their attention on 
the voyage. 

The letters alluded to, are dated the 15th and 16th of 
November laft, in the harbour of Rio de Janeiro, a Por- 
tuguefe town on the coaft of Brazil. It is fituated about 

3 sd legrees fouth latitude, and 43 degrees weit longitude, 
be: ng diftant about 5000 miles from Eng! and. There 
the Duff arrived on Friday, the 12th of November, af- 
ter a paffage of only feven weeks and one day fiom the 
time fhe left St. Elelen’s. ‘Vhe Captain intended to fail 
again on the 19th, hoping, if the latter part of the voy- 
age were as {peedy and p rofperous as the commencement, 
they fhou!d reach one of the dettined iflanc is in ten weeks, 
the end of January, or the beginning of February. This 
pieafing expectation ere this has pro sbably been realized; 
the excellent ftate of the fhip b being noted by Mr. William 
Wilfon, the Captain’s nephew and mate, particularly her 
fwift failing, and not admitting a drop of water in all thg 
way to the Brazils. 

What they may have experienced fince they left Rie 
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Janeiro it is impoftible to fay; but furely the progrefs of 
their voyage thither has been aufpicious beyond what any 
man, even the moft fanguine, dared to hope or expect. 
Though there were fo many men and women on board 
who had never before feen’ the fea, and fome of tgem per- 
fons of delicate conftitutions, yet they failed over the dif- 
tance of 74 degrees of latitude, without fuffering a fingle 
complaint but common fea-ficknefs; they pafled through 
the torrid zone without enduring fo much heat as we fre- 
quently feel infummer,; the thermometer being never but 
one day at 77°, and in crofling the line, it was only 75°. 
Not a day of foul weather had they experienced, nor 
{carcely an oppofing breeze; nor was the fea at any time 
fo rough, but that they might have been fafe on it in their 
Jong beat. This, we believe, is an inftance fingular in its 
kind, and which, we hope, we may, without being deemed 
enthufiaftic, interpret as a token of the good hand of our 
God over them for good. 

From the letter of the whole body of Miffionaries to 
the Directors, and from the concurrent teftimony of in- 
dividuals, it appears that love and harmony prevailed 
amone¢ft them ; and from the details, felected by one of 
our Committees from the difpatches, and publifhed by 
our order in this month’s Evangelical Magazine, that 
our brethren might be acquainted, as foon as poffible, with 
the moft interefti 1g particulars of the = tidings we had 
received, it may evidently be inferred that they “had. been 
careful to maintain a fervent devotional fpirit. They lived 
together like an houfehold of faith; revering the Captain 
as their father, and dining in fucceffion at his table. We 
will, therefore, clofe this part of our narrative by faying, 
that, from every thing we have heard and feen, it is our opi- 
nion that the Miffionaries we have fent out are wife, ferious, 
and well qualified for the work, and that never was man 
better calculated for his office than Captain Wilfon. We 
may, therefore, comfortably and confidently repofe on his 
and their difcretion, perfuaded that they will take the moft 
judicious and advifeable fteps, and that, to the beft of 
their ability, they will be faithful to their God, and confe- 
quently to the j important truft committed to their care. 
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No fooner was this firft miffion difpatched, than, in pur- 
fuance of the farther intentions of the Society, we endea- 
voured to obtain every information refpecting Africa, and 
to procure proper perfons to attempt to carry the glad 
tidings of falvation to that much-injured and long neg- 
lected quarter of the globe: for which intelligence we re. 
fer tothe Addrefs we inferted in the Evangelical Maga. 
zine for December laft. Other particulars may be known 
by confulting the Memoir on an African Miffion, pub- 
lifhed by one of our brethren for the benefit of the So- 
ciety. 

The country of the Foulahs we deemed the propereft 
fpot for our firft effay in that part of the world. — Its vici- 
nity to the colony of Sierra Leone, whofe Directors and 
principal fervants are friendly to our inftitution, and de- 
firous of rendering us every affiftance in their power; the 
offer of the King of that country to encourage European 
fettlers, with a view to cultivation; the gentle difpofition 
of the natives, their knowledge of feveral arts, and their 
general attention to reading ; the fuperior temperature and 
healthinefs of the climate, compared with that on the fea- 
coaft; the populoufnefs of their towns, particularly of 
Teembo, the capital, which contains about feven thou- 
fand inhabitants; and the probability of a communication 
with this city, and the far more extenfive towns in the in- 
terior; afforded a favourable profpect for entering on 
miffionary operations. That country has indeed fince fallen 
into a {tate of difturbance, which we hope will foon be ap- 
peafed ; and, though this circumftance fhould, for a fhort 
time, defer our entrance, we truft it will never defeat our 
defign, nor delay our arrangements. Were we even ready, 
the feafon would not permit our going till Auguft next. 
But Governor Macauley fuppofes a few Miffionaries might 
be well emploved at Freetown and its environs, till the 
path to the Foulah country fhould be opened. And one 
of our brethren has lately received a letter from fome of 
the Blacks, at Sierra Leone, informing him that they have 
juit erected a new chapel, and wifhing to be favoured with 
fome gracious perfon to minifter among them. If, there- 
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fore, two or three Miflionaries were ftationed there, they 
might be ready for any fervice in the interior which might 
offer, 

The Cape of Good Hope, however, independent of the 
greater congeniality of the climate to European conftitu- 
ti ons, appears at prefent among the moft promifing of our 
openings. An immenfe country borders upon it; and the 
manufcript journal of Van Reynan, which has been read 
to us, affords fome pleafing profpects of accefs, without 
much difficulty, to a people who would welcome our 
Miffionaries. And a kind friend, who has already dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by his liberality, has obligingly affured 
one of our brethren, that whenever his fhips fail to the 
Cape, they fhak convey our Miffionaries thither, or to 
any place near it, where a week’s fail on purpofe would ~ 
carry them. 

Though the perfons who have offered for the African 
Miffions : are not fo fumerous as before, they will afford 
us a fuficiency to commence the attempt in one, or both, 
of the places mentioned. Four are already accepted, and 
two perfons from the Edinburgh Miffionary Society ase 
ready tojointhem. It remains, therefore, that with re- 
newed activity, we prefs forward in this fervice, as {peedily 
as is confiftent with prudence. Our fands, we truft, will 
be fo augmented, by the liberal fupplies of our friends, 
as to enable us immediately to proceed; and we doubt not 
but they wil! likewife be found equal to any other Miffion 
you may be difpofed to undertake. 

We may, furely, reckon it among the mot encou- 
raging cifcumftances attending our Society, that it hath 
met fuch warm approbation throughout the Chriftian 
world. But while we thankfully confider this as a token 
for good, jet us not forget the obligations we owe to God, 
our ” Satvidar, for making our inftitution, founded amidft 
many fears and infirmities, the means of exciting fuch a 
{pirit of zeal in the breafts of his people, of every deno- 
mination, and in almoft every country. 

Our brethren in Scotland, w os have joined us as mem- 
bers, have manifefted the nobleft liberality in forwarding 
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the great cape of our affociation; and where feparate 
focieties have been formed for Miffionary purpofes, both 
at Edinburgh and Glafgow, they have correfponded with 
us, and requefted that their Miflionaries fhould be incor- 
porated with ours, or conveyed by us to the places whi- 
ther they wifhed them fent, they defraying a proportion- 
ate part of the expence 5 to which applications we have 
fignified our entire teadinefs to actede. 

From Germany, and a vaft body of affociated minif, 
ters in Lufatia, affembled from all parts of Chriftendom, 
we have received the moft fraternal good wifhes for the 
accomplifhment of our defigns, and their great {atisfaction 
in our enterprize, which has warmed and ftimulated them 
to frefh exertions; whilft they cry day and night to God, 
for our fuccefs, from the Carpathian miountains to the 
fnows of Norway. 

America, ftirred up by your example, has caught the 
holy flame; and letters, juft received from New-York, 
inform us, that on the firit day of November laft, a Mif- 
fionary Society was formed there on the fame principles as 
our own. ‘Their addrefs; which you will probably with 
to be read to you, breathes the {pirit of pureft ibe, and 
is written in a ftile of more than common animation. Sa 
that the Lord Jefus, the great head of his church, feems 
to be awakening a fimilar fpirit through all places of his 
dominion. 

Nor can we conclude without mentioning a fcheme that 
is propofed to be executed by certain individuals, two of 
whom are Members and Dire@ors of our own Societv. 

They kywe exprefied their defire to confecrate themfelves 
and theiryproperty in endeavouring to propagate Chrifti- 
anity in,Bengal;, and, in conjunction with fome eminent 
fervans of God, who are minifters in Scotland, to devote 
their ives and talents in Jabouring among the Heathen. 

Yhough their firft efforts to obtain permiffion from the 
India Compa any have not fucceeded, yet th iey are not in 
the leaft difcouraged, but intend to per fevere in their ap+ 
plications ; hoping g that God will incline the hearts of thofe 

to whom their requefts will be made, to grant at length 
a favourable an{wer. 
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Such, brethren, is the general body of information, 
which we have the happinefs to communicate to yous 
and which cannot fail to produce in your hearts, as it has 
already produced in our own, abundant thankfgiving to 
God our Saviour, for his bleffing on our paft endeavours, 
and ftrong encouragement to go forward; trufting ftill in 
Him for future favours, under the moft firm perfuafion, 
that tne time is faft approaching, when ‘¢ a// people, lan- 
guages, and nations fhall ferve Him; that His dominion is 
an everlafiing dominion, which fhall.not pafs away; and His 
kingdom that which fhall not be deftroyed.” 





The following Letter from the Archbifbop of Malines, to the 
French Commiffary at Malines, in Belgium, is interefting, 
as it is a fample of the Sentiments of Men under Perfecu- 
tion, of which the Hiftory of Man furnifbes a melancholy 
Lift. 

By the fevere Law, which the French enafled the 19th 
F'ruélidor, the Day after the Profcription of Barthelemy, 
and bis Friends, all Priefts are required to take an Oath of 
Hatred to Royalty and Anarchy, and Attachment to the Re- 
public, and Orders have been given to all the Commiffaries 
of the Government, in every Department, to enforce the Law 
moft rigid'y. The Requifition was made in Form, to the 
Archbifhop of Malines, to which be made the following 
Reply: 

Jean Heneat FRANCKENBERG, Archbifbop of Malines, to 
to the Commiffary of the Executive Directory, in the Can- 
ton of Malines. 

Citizen Commiffary, 


HE Catholic, Apoftolic, and Roman Religion,which 

I profefs moft fincerely, and of which I ama prin- 

cipal minifter, and bound to be an example to others, for- 
bids me pofitively to take an oath of hatred, whether it re- 
gards the perfon of a king, or royalty itfelf. In the firft 
cafe we are bound to love our neighbour, although he does 
us the greateft injury. In the fecond, royalty being good 
in itfelf, and eftablifhed by God himfelf, it cannot be an 
object 
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object of hatred. We are not then permitted to hate one 
or the other, without renouncing the principles of Chrifti- 
anity; much lefs to call God to witnefs an action which 
ke has ftriétly forbid under pains of eternal punifhment. 

This impoffidility which we find of performing what is 
demanded of usin the prefent circumftances, can, by no 
means, render our fidelity fufpeéted. For I flatter my- 
felf, that you will give the government to underftand, that 
neither myfelf, nor any member of my Clergy, will have 
the leaft objection to promife the Republic, even under an 
oath, if neceflary, “* never to contribute, either directly or 
indire@tly, to the eftablifhment of royalty in France :” and 
that the faid government may reft fatisfied, that the priefts 
will be guilty of no violation worthy of punithment; nor 
will it find any thing in their conduét which the conftitu- 
tion and laws will not reconcile with the laws of God, and 
the precepts of the gofpel. We have given, and will 
continue to give moft fatisfactory proofs of our fubmif- 
fion to the conftituted authorities, to which divine provi- 
dence has fubjected us. The Belgic clergy have con- 
ducted themfelves fo prudently to this hour, by fuffering, 
with patience, the lofs of all their eftates, that hitherto it 
has been difficult to find caufe of complaint againft them, 

Health and fraternity, 
Jean Henri FRANcKENBERG, 


Archbifhop of Malines. 


In confequence of this letter, the Executive Directory 
declared the Archbifhop to hold doétrines, ‘ fubverfive 
of the foundation of political affociation, by denying the 
fovereignty of the people,” which would lead to infur- 
rection, and therefore paffed a decree of banifhment. The 
Archbifhop departed for Germany, with the regret of 
multitudes who venerated him as a martyr to the truth. 





INFIDELITY NOW ON TRIAL. 


HERE are infidels of various defcriptions ; Atheifts, 
Deitts, and Freethinkers. T hey have appeared 
individually, and i in confiderable numbers for many ages— 
have 














Infidelity now on Trial. 108 


have decried the religion of Chrift, and reprefented it as 
the bane of civil fociety and focial happinefs. They have 
afferted, that if religion were banifhed from the earth, 
and mankind would emerge from bigotry, as they affect 
to call it, and imbibe their liberal fentiments, the world 
would fee glorious days. 

The author of providence has heard their boaft, and to 
me it feems, that he has confented to fubmit the matter to 
the decifion of experiment. Not whether the Chriftian 
religion be true; for that is eftablifhed upon other 

rounds: but whether infidelity be confiftent with the fo- 
cial happinefs of mankind in this world. And fee! ac- 
cording to their wifh, the moft numerous, politic, and 
powerful hation in Europe is felected for the purpofe, that 
the experiment may be unexceptionable, and the refult 
decifive. France, by a mafterly piece of policy, has cut 
the finews of all religion. This was the object of their 
new calendar. By public laws, they have eftablifhed the 
divifion of time into decades, and fo have effectually rid 
themfelves of the Sabbath, and have ordered, that over 
all the burying grounds in France it fhould be written, 
“* Death is an eternal fleep.” A {cheme of philofophy has 
been publifhed, attempting to account for the exiftence 
of the world, on principles of hypothetical chemiftry, with- 
out the agency of any Supreme Being. As a body, they 
are now a nation of infidels, glorying in the liberality of - 
their fentiments, and triumphing in their deliverance from 
the fears of God, and a ftate of eternal retribution. This 
is the firft enlightened nation of infidels that is found on 
the page of hiftory. Infidels in Europe and America are 
awake; they applaud the glorious liberality of the French; 
their eyes are fixed on the prefent trial of their principles, 
their expectations are raifed; and they impatiently wait 
the refult. It is worthy of obfervation, that in France, 
the men, who are put.into places of power, .are faithful to 
their principles; they act on the infidel plan; they are re- 
ftrained by no ties of confcience or religion: they arrett, 
condemn banifh, and execute fuch as ftand in their way, 
without reftraint, as ambiton and avarice require. 
Whether 
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Whether France, in public rejection, and contempt of 
all revealed religion, will ever fee peaceful and happydays; 

hether fhe will vaftly exceed all nations in civil and fo. 
cial happinefs; we prefume not at prefent to decide ; for the 
wicked fometimes flourifh like a green bay tree. The 
matter is, however, on trial, and the refult will be had. 
But though we would not anticipate the final refult, we 
cannot but obferve the effects that thefe principles have 
already produced. What treaties have been violated— 
What devaftations made upon the property of individuals 
and nations—and what mafies of people have been moft 
wantonly butchered! For feveral years, infurrections and 
revolutions have followed each other in rapid fucceffion, 
and their own laws andconftitutions have been openly vi- 
olated by the arbitrary meafures of inftdels in power.— 
What enormity has been left unpractifed? Or what ge- 
nuine Frenchman has been feen to boggle at a crime? And 
if thefe principles in future fhould produce the fame con- 
fequences, and nothing but tumults, convulfions, revolu- 
tions and diftrefs prevail, it will furnifh a proof from ex: 
perience, that thefe principles are inconfiftent with human 
happinefs, and are therefore both pernicious and faife. 

G. 





ON THE EDUCATION OF INDIAN YOUTH. 


LL who have been converfant with Indians, and 

had opportunity to confult them on the education 

of their children, commonly find the parents willing to 
have their children taken to fchools and colleges. Indian 
boys have been fond of this benevolent treatment, and 
have generally made good progrefs in learning. Large 
fums of money, in fome inftances, have been laid out to 
give them more than a common education. It has alfo 
been notorious, that thefe youth, after having been thus 
educated. and returned to their friends, in too many inftan- 
ces, have been much worfe for their learning; by which 
many good people are difcouraged with regard to Indians, 
and think they can neither be civilized nor chriftianifed, 
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I have been ac quainted with Indians for thirty years; 
frequently thought on the fubject, and believe we have 
taken a wrong method to bring them to a civilized life, 
in laying out fo much money to educate them in the {ci- 
ences, when the arts of civilized life have hitherto been 
totally neglected. Schools, | in their towns, are of im- 
woes >; and an initructor of their own nation, if his mo- 


port 
ral qualifications be good, can be of more fervice than a 
white m an tho cannot pean their langua Bes therefore, 
let two or three promifing youths from each tribe, be in- 


inglifh {chools, fo far as to fit them for inter- 


{ftructed at I Is, 
ee or {choolmaters in their own towns ; let not mo- 
ney be _ to educate them at colleges, or teach them 
the dead languages; then Jet manuta@tures be encouraged 
in their fet tlen 1ents. I nee that until this method be 
tried, and means ufed to make them feel the benefit of a 


civilized life, we ought not to give them up for loft. 
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fitting around the Creal - Councel fire, at —. 


Brothe TS5 

3» EFORE vou cover your councel fire, we beg your at- 
iD tention to the voice of your breathren. The different 
ibes of —— (peak to you, in remembrance of the friend- 
thin vou have manitefted towards them in all our treaties. 

We, ourfelves, have held councels at different times, 
to contemplate the welfare of our nations, becaufe we 

innot but eroanto fee our fituation. - It is alfo melan- 
holly to reflect on the ways of our forefathers. 


u alfo fometimes forry té fee the deplorable fituation 
s) 5 ur in ilar by ati iren,. for vhic! h You h ave eiven us 


| councels, thouch we feel ourfelves willing to 

follow your councel, but it has made no effect as yet. Our 
fituation is ftill miferable. Our anceftors were conquered 
Vol. Ili. No. 2. X immediately 
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immediately after you came over this ifland, by the ftrong 
Hero, who does till reign among Indian tribes with tyranny ; 
who has rob’d us of every thing that was precious on our 
eyes. But we need not mention every thing particular how 
this tyrant has ufed us; for your eyes have been open to 
behold our difmal fituation. By the power of our enemy, 
our eyes have been blinded, our young men feems become 
willing flaves to this defpotic hero. So, by that we dif. 
pleafed the great good fpirit and could not become civil- 
ized people. In looking back we fee nothing but defola- 
tion of our mighty men; in looking forward, we forefee 
the defolation of our tribes. 

Our chiefs has ufed their endeavours to reform their 
refpective people, but having fee no fuccefs, they feem 
difcouraged and hang down their heads. 

Brothers, 

In remembrance of your kind promifes we unite our 
cries to you for help. Perhaps you are ready to think what 
man that muft be, that has abufed fo much of our 
breathren? never was fuch hero or tyrant heard that ever 
meddled with Indians. But in literally he is your own be- 
gotten fon, and his name you call Rum. And the names of 
his ofmcers are, Branpy, Wine and Gin, and we know 
you have power to controul him; and as we defire to live 
in peace, and to become civilized nations, we earneftly in- 
treat you to ufe your power and wifdom to prevent all 
people who may caufe Rum and all other fpirituous li- 
quors to come into the hands of our tribes throughout 
your ftate. In your compliance with this our requeft. 
We will ever acknowledge your friendfhip is from your 








breathren chiefs and warriors of nation. 
Yone at » on the 5th day 
of March, 1796. 
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THE VARIETY. No. XXV. 
A Call to Drunkards. Seé. II. 


S, in drunkennefs, there are various degrees, fo, 
A among drunkards, there are various clafles. Every 
degree of excefs in the ufe of ftrong liquors, is a degree of 
drunkennefs. And every one who habituates himfelf to 
any degree of excefs in drinking, may, properly, be de- 
nominated a drunkard. But it may be queftioned, what 
is excefs in drinking? To drink fo much as is requifite 
to health, or to fit us for the fervice of the Lord, or the 
duties of life—is temperance—and knowingly to exceed 
thefe bounds, is iatemperance or excefs. And he who 
willingly and habitually violates the laws of ftrié&t tem- 
nerance in the ufe of ftrong drink, deferves the infamous 
name of adrunkard; although he may be fo ftrong to mingle, 
or to bear, ftrong drink, that his companions and acquaint- 
ance may never have feen him fo overcome as to reel or to 
puke. 

With refpec to fuch as have become fo openly intem- 
perate, and have in fuch a degree drowned their reafon, 
as to glory in their fhame, there is but little profpect of 
their ever being reclaimed. We might, with almoft as 
much probability of advantage, attempt to reafon with 
the madmen in Bedlam. But to fuch as have begun the 
courfe of intemperance, but are yet afhamed to be feen in- 
toxicated, I would fay fomething more. 

Unhappy men! You are already enfnared, and your 
cafe is dangerous; but, -I hope, not defperate. It is but 
feldom you are feen difguifed in any confiderable degree. 
Yet you allow yourfelves to exceed the bounds of temper- 
ance, and to drink as much as you can carry without 
reeling. You have ftrong appetites for liquor, and rea- 
dily expofe yourfelves to temptation. You gradually in- 
dulge your appetites more and more; but ftill flatter your- 
felves that you have fuch ftrong heads, or fuch a degree of 


felf-government, that you never fhall fink your reputation, 
by 
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by rifine to that degree of excefs, to which you fee fome 


others have already arrived. 


But let not this felf-flattery prove your ruin. Yourel. 
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this, and expofe vourfelves to fink into the unfathomable 


ili 5 aii 


depths of difgrace a and wretchednefs, for the fake of enjoy- 
ing the pleaiaben of fin for a feafon? 


t A = r =~ 
How would it rejoice the hearts of your bett friends, to 
fee you recovered from the fnare of the « levil!' And how 
mutt it add to their grief, if you fill defpife inftruction and 


ai 
} rome it! 
Noi i achat aceceit: 
Are you difpofed to excufe your intemperance, or your 


d i : 
continuance in the practice? Let your excufes be impar- 


tially examined. W hes excufe can you make that will 
bear examination in the great day of accounts? Any ex- 
cufe which will not be admitted by God hereafter, ought 


‘now to have no influence on your mind. Will you plead 


that vour bufinefs calls you into company ? But anes your 
intemperance fit you for company, or for bufinefs? Such 
company as will be the better pleated with you : for your 


intemperance, is truly defpicable, and ought to be avoided 

as much as poflible. And any bufinefs for which you are 

fitted by inte or pecan. is beneath the dignity of man.— 
we nem » hal: 

ill you plea , that as intemperance has become fafhion- 


‘ e, you ind ulge yourfelves to avoid fingularity, and to 
~ ire vourfelves fo m the infamy of being th ought nig- 
ly or ungene rrous? If it be fafhionable for people to 


. 


5 ! 1 +r , ‘? ‘ 
0 to ill you neglect to go to heaven to avoid fin- 


cul , or the reproach of being thour at unmanly ? Is 
t not better to be happy with a few, than miferable with 
amultitude? As to your being thought un: cenerous, de- 
vote your {pare time to stab li or chat itabl e ules, and you 


y 


may iateiy hazard the confeguence S. 5 iow many poor 


orphans micht be fupnorted, educated, and made com- 
PUL LAUDING, by what tne infe my erate CAV CGA to the TUIN of 


their health, their reputation, and their fouls! 
_ coe ‘ } a . 
‘cain. Will any of you —_ that as you have been 


fo long in the habit of intemperance, if you fhould now 


* - : } 

defiit, you fhall become idhidis.0 of ridicule, as fuperftitioufly 
precife? But will it not be better to be, for a few days, the 
laughing-ftock of fools, than to be ete: naily fubjecét to the 


juit contempt of God, angels, and faints ? L et thofe de- 
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ride you for temperance wh 


difpofed. Their 
laughter 
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laughter is of little weight and fhort continuance. The 
end of fuch mirth is heavinets. Woe to them, who, on 
fuch occafions, laugh now; they will foon moum and weep, 
And even while they laugh, they will inwardly feel felf- 
condemned ; unlefs they are paft feeling, and have their 
confciences feared as with flaming fteel. 

Will any of you urge, in vindication of your condu@, 
that you were, by the courfe of providence, fubjected to 
difappointments and troubles, and betook yourfelves to 
liquor to drown your forrows, and to cheer your fpirits? 
It may be replied, that, if you expect to get beyond 
troubles, by the help of intoxicating fpirits, a greater dif- 
appointment awaits you than ever you yet experienced. 
The relief you gain in this way, is, at beft, a pitiful relief, 
and of fhort duration. Proceeding i inthis courfe but a lit- 
tle longer, you will be beyond the reach of your beloved 
and enchanting cups, or any thing calculated to lull your 
confciences, or drown your forrows. Every ftring of fen- 
fibility in your fouls will be perfectly prepared to feel, and 
the fources of woe will be open on every fide. If, now, 
you cannot bear the lofs of fome earthly friends, how will 
you feel when you become perfeétly friendlefs? If you 

cannot bear the lofs of worldly honours and preferments, 
how will you feel in a ftate of complete infamy and con- 
tempt? If you cannot endure the lofs of your worldly 
fubftance, how will you bear an additional lofs of heaven 
and all that is valuable, and to fink into a ftate of abfolute 
poverty? If you have now, under fuch difappointments 
and calamities, no other fource of relief than {pirituous li- 
quors, how infupportable will be your anguifh, when 
your difappoin tments and calamities fhall be multiplied, 
your cups fail you, and your fouls fecluded from every 
fource of comfort or relief ? 

But, perhaps, fome of you can fay, that it was not any 
worldly difappointment, but the gnawings of your confci- 
ences, in a view of guilt, which induced you to the prac- 
tice of intemperance. If fo, your cafe is tru! y deplorable. 
But let me afk you two ferious queftions. Have you pro- 
vided a fufficient quantity of intoxicating liquors, to laft 

you, 
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you, in hell, to eternity? And have you obtained a pa- 
tent from him who holds the keys of hell, for the privi- 
ledge of ufing fuch liquors in a future ftate? If not, your 
remedy will tail. And although your uncomfortable con- 
fciences may, for a while, be, in a meafure, overcome by 
the power of liquor, yet, when your liquor fails, your 
confciences will revive, and prove to you worms that fhall 
never die. Will it not then be’ wifdom in you, in obe- 
dience to the gofpel, to fly to the blood of fprinkling, and, 
like the penitent prodigal, return unto God? 

But, if, after all, any of you are determined to hazard 
the confequences of perfifting in your courfe of intem- 
perance, be intreated not to entice others who are now 
free from the fnare. Is it not enough for you to deftroy 
your own fouls, without acting the part of devils for the 
ruin of others? Your infamy in this world may give you 
lefS uneafinefs if you have many affociates; but, be affur- 
ed, your anguifh will be none the more fupportable in the 
world to come. 


What is the Foundation of Moral Obligation ? 


HIS queftion has agitated the moral philofophers for 
T ages paft; and is ftill not generally decided. The 
queftion is, On what account am I primarily bound to 
practife virtue? But any queftion is more intelligible and 
more eafily folved, when reduced to a particular cafe, than 
when propofed in general terms. Therefore, as it is an 
acknowledged duty that we love our fellow men, I will 
ftate the queftion with relation to that duty; thus, What 
is the primary reafon that it is my duty to love my fel- 
low men? Concerning this, theré has been a variety of 
fentiments among divines and philofophers. Some have 
holden, that the primary reafon of my obligation to love 
my neighbour, is, that by him my own happinefs may be 
promoted ; and that all love is reducible to felf-love. But 
this feems to be liable to infuperable difficulties and objec- 
tions. It deftroys the very idea of benevolence, genero- 
fity, and public fpirit. For on that ground no man has, 
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1ave more benevolence to another, than a cree 
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ditor has to his debtor, who withes his debtor to profper, 
that he may recover his dues. But this temper is not con- 
fidered by our Lord as true virtue in ** finners, who lend 
to finners, that they may receive as much again.” And 


what an infule to any charitable man w ould it be, to tell 
him, that in all his benefactions, he had no direct bene. 
volence to his fellow men, but whoily aimed at his own 
intereft ! 

But fome who hold, that all love is reducible to felf- 
love, and that whatever we do, we aim at our own hap- 
pinefs, explain themfelves to mean, that in loving my 
neighbour, I aim at my own happinefs in the exercife of 
that love. If t this mean, that in loving my neighbour, I 


am happy, this, with proper reftrictions, 1s tru oe cn the 
love of complacency I am happy, and benevolence is a plea- 
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On the Foundation of Moral Obligation: 113 


hot reach the bottom of the matter. Befides, leaving out 
the idea of a fuperior being who has a right to controul, 
andauthoritatively enjoin certain a@tions, what isthe differ- 
ence between moral fitnefs and moral obligation? In this 
cafe, fitnefs, propriety, duty, and obligation, feem to imply 
one another, and to be the fame thing. Therefore, to fay 
that I am obliged, becaufe it is fit, is to fay, that I am obli- 
gated, becaufe I am obligated; or it is fit, becaufe it is fit; 
which is to give no reafon at all for the obligation. 

Some hold that the foundation of moral obligation is 
moral fenfe; i. e. the reafon and foundation of my obliga- 
tion to love my fellow-men, is, that ] have an inward 
fenfe or dictate of confcience, pointing out the fitnefs or 
duty of that affection; which comes to this, that it is my 
duty to love my fellow-men, becaufe I fee it to be my 
duty. And this is the fame abfurdity as to fay, that the 
reafon and foundation of the exiftence of an houfe, is, that 
I fee it to exift. There is a direct contradiction in this 
hypothefis. My obligation is fuppofed to exift in order 
to be feen by my moral fenfe, and therefore previoufly to 
my fight of it; and yet is fuppofed to arife from my fight, 
and to be the confequence of it. Befides, this hypothefis 
makes duty and morality to be very variable, to change 
according to the age, the country and the manners of men, 
and to depend wholly on their ideas of right and wrong, 
inftead of being founded on the ftable nature of things or 
actiors; and on this hypothefis, torturing captives is a 
virtue among the aborigines of America; and burning a 
living wife on the funeral pile of her deceafed hufband, is 
a duty among the natives of the Eaft-Indies. 

Some teach that ¢ruth is the foundation of moral obli- 
gation, and that I am bound to love my fellow-men, be- 
caufe otherwife I fhall violate truth, this truth, that men 
are to be loved, or it is my duty to love them. What 
is this but to fay, that the reafon why I am obligated to 
love my fellow-men, or why it is my duty to love them, 
is, that it is my duty to love them? which is mere trifling. 

Others fay, the will of God is the primary foundation 
of moral obligation. But the will of God is either benevo- 
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dent or not. If it be benevotent t, and on that account the 
foundation of moral ol ligation, it is not the fource of ob. 
ligation merely becaufe it is the will of God; but becaufe 
it is benevolent, and is of a tendency to promote happinefs: 
and this places the foundation of obligation in a tendency 
to happinefs, and not primarily in the will of God. But 
if the will of God, and, which is the expreffion of it, the 
divine law, be allowed to be not benevolent, and yet are 
the foundation of obligation, we are obliged to conform 
to them, whatever they be, however malevolent or op- 
pofite to holinefs and goodnefs, and however oppofite to 
holinefs and goodnefs the requirements be. But this, I 
prefume, none will pretend.—lIf the will, or law, of God 
be the primary foundation or reafon of our obli gation to 
virtue, it is the prima iry rule and ftandard of virtue, and 
therefore right in itielf, whatever it be, however malicious, 
envious or ty rannicals which is abfurd.—On the fuppofi- 
tion, that the will, or law, of God is the primary founda- 
tion, reafon, and ftandard of right and virtue, every at- 
tempt to prove the moral perfections or attributes of God 
is abfurd: for in ev ery {uch attempt, the idea'which the 
author of that attempt has of right, is fet up as the rule 
or ftandard of right; and the divine attributes aré com- 
pared with it, and proved, or attempted to be proved, to 
be conformed toit. But if the divine will, or, which is 
the fame, the divine moral attributes, be the primary 
ftandard of right, all we have to do is, to inquire what 
that will is; and whatever it is, whether benevolent or 
malevolent, it is the ftandard of right, the pattern of 
virtue, and the fource of obligation. 

To fuppofe that the will and law of God, whatever they 
be, are the foundation and ftandard of obligation, of right, 
and of virtue, is to fuppofe that all moral obligation is 
founded on mere power and /upremacy; which few will 
avow. 

I will now propofe what I believe to be the true foun- 
dation of moral obligation, or of the obligation to virtue. 
It is the tendency of virtue to happinefs—happinefs on 
the large fcale, or happinefs to the intellectual fyftem, and 
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the happinefs of every individual being, whofe happinefs 
is not inconfiftent with that of the fyftem. Thus I am 
obligated to love my fellow-men, becaufe that love tends 
to their happinefs, and to the happinefs of the intellectual 
fyftem. But if love and attachment to an individual, in 
any cafe, as to a murderer, whofe life and profperity are 
inconfiftent with general happinefs, tend to impair the 
general happinefs, I am not obligated, in that cafe, to 
love him. And if, in any inftance, my own happinefs or 
gratification be inconfiftent with that of the fyftem, I am 
to give it up as a facrifice to the fyftem. O. 





Letter from Mr. Carey to the Rev. Mr. Newton, 
Reverend and dear Sir, 
I HAVE no doubt but you will excufe my addrefling a 


letter to you; as I am affured it will always give you 
pleafure to hear of the affairs of the church of God; and 
even if they fhould be unprofperous, yet there is a fpirit 
in a fervant of the Lord Jefus, which feels a facred enjoy- 
ment in fympathizing with, or even bewailing the miferies - 
of the caufe of the Lord Jefus Chrift,; and I doubt not 
but the prophet Jeremiah felt more genuine enjoyment 
when uttering his lamentations over the miferies of Jeru- 
falem, than was ever felt in the purfuit of any fenfual ob- 
ject. 
"We have difappointments which call for the condolence 
of all the minifters of the gofpel: but I blefs God we 
have not only difappointments; we have fome caufe to re- 
joice; and alfo to wonder at the mercy which has at all 
fucceeded our attempts. You have heard of the appear- 
ances of grace which were in three natives of high caft, 
namely, Kam Ram Bofhoo, Mohun Chund, and Par- 
botee: of thefe the firft was a very promifing perfon, of 
fine abilities; and though cold in the things of God, from 
my coming into the country, yet is nearly as well inform- 
ed in the word of God as the generality of Chriftians in 
England; but he has awfully fallen into adultery; and, 


confidering the profeffion he had long made of the wey" 
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of God, it was neceffary for me to difcharge him from my 
fervice, to prevent any bad conclufions againit C hriftianity 
itfelf, which others might have drawn from my keepin 
him. TI have not yet feen Parbotee, but have heard the 
natives bear teftimony to his conduét in fuch a manner as 
has given me much encouragement; as particularly how 
he very lately gave up a good employment, becaufe his 
matter infifted on his making an idolatrous offering for 
the fouls of his dead relations. I received a letter from 
Mohun Chund a few days ago, which informs me that 
Parbotee and himfelf are coming to fee me. Mohun 
Chund has an attachment to the gofpel which is very en- 
couraging, and I have witnefled its continuing in all fitua- 
tions, though his ideas of the gofpel are confufed. Ano- 
ther Brammhan, whofe name was Cafi Naut Mookoojee, 
appeared under genuine concern laft year, and I truft the 
work is really begun in him: he left me for want of fup- 
port, and is gone to the neighbourhood of Nuddea. An 
afflictive providence, which calls me to go to Calcutta im- 
mediately, will, I hope, give me an opportunity to fee 
him. 

But we have, within a few months paft, had the greateft 
encouragement by far that we ever met with in our pleafing 
work; in the converfion, I truft, of four Muffulmans, 
who are all poor labouring men, but whofe minds appear 
to be effectually impreft with the importance of eternal 
things: three of thefe are under Mr. Thomas’s miniftry, 
and one of them under mine. Thefe men are not able to 
fay much about themfelves, except one, whofe name is 
Yardee: he is a man of very good abilities, though not 
the {malleft education; and his account is very fimple and 
pleafing indeed. I think very evident marks of piety are 
apparent in them all; and they have begun to tafte of per- 
fecution for the fake of the Lord Jefus; and it may per- 
haps increafe. I hope the Lord will fortify their minds, 
and make them overcome all that oppofition which they 
may have to endure, and which they have hitherto endured 
with becoming patience. 

About myfelf I have little to fay. Iam, through the 

mercy 























On Miffions. 117 
mercy of God, preferved, and enjoy good health; but 


have much more to mourn over than to boatt of, refpecting 
my foul. I have, it is true, been enabled to labour in 
preaching, in fome little degree; and alfo in tranflatin 
the word of God intothe Bengal language; and I blefs God, 
who has now almoft carried on this work through the 
New Teftament, of which only a part of the Acts of the 
Apoftles remains untranflated : indeed, I hope to get 
through the whole tranflation and revifion by the end of 
March, the greateft part being now revifed; as are alfo 
the three firft books of the Pentateuch. This is a work 
at which I have laboured much more than any thing elfe, | 
being more and more imprefled with the importance of 
furnifhing them with the word of God. 

The pleafing news from England, of fuch a miffionary 
fpirit being poured forth, is not a {mall encouragement : 
indeed, I truft thatGod is eminently girding on his {word, 
and will now go forth, conquering and to conquer. May 
the whole world foon become willingly fubject to the Lord, 
and his will be done on earth as it is in heaven! 

Mefirs. Thomas, Fountain, and myfelf, live in the ut- 
moft harmony, and, I truft, fhall continue fo to do: we 
need, and, I doubt not, fhall have, a part in your addreffes 
toathrone of grace. I am now going to Calcutta, called 
by my brother-in-law, who married Mrs. Carey’s fifter, 
being in dying circumftances, of a confumptive diforder. 
I have heard pleafing accounts of him. God grant I may 
find him trufting in the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

My love to all who love the Lord Jefus Chrift, particu- 
larly Mr. Scott, with whom I had fome {mall acquaintance, 
and all other minifters of the everlafting gofpel. | 

Yours, very affectionately, 


W. CAREY. 





To the Editor of the Theological Magazine. 
SIR, 
71TH a great deal of pleafure I learn, that fingular 
exertions are made in Europe for the propagation 


of the gofpel among the unenlightened pagans, in differ- 
ent 
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ent parts of the world. It is a little admirable, and, I 
think, a ftriking difplay of the care which the infinite 
Shepherd extends over his flock, that the faith of multi- 
tudes of Chriftians fhould wax ftronger, and their zeal be- 
come more ardent, at the very time that the city of God 
is affailed with uncommon malionity, and the moft for- 
midable attempts are made to exterminate from the earth 
every veftige of pure Chriltianity. It ts | leafing to fee 
the friends of Chrift every where put ting on : their armour, 
and che erful y finking into one folid column, to repel the 
attacks of the witke and {pread abroad, in the face of all 
oppofition, the f{piritual triumphs of their Redeemer. 
May thev eae) on, and profper!—It is all a fulfilment of 
aacient pri ihe cyv——** When the enemy cometh in likea 
flood, the Spirit of the Lord fhall lift up 2 ftandard 
again him.” In this ftruggle, heroi! - is difplayed, wor- 
thy to be cabbitie’ by the poet and the hiftorian. The 
veterans in this fervice fhou! ri be confoled with the affur- 
ance, — they have an affe Ctionate 1 intereft in the prayers, 
the daily and fervent prayers, of all ak 10 are partakers in 
the commo: 1 falvation.—I am pleafed exceedingly, that this 
{pirit is gaining groand in ourown country. Of all people 
in me world, we are under obligations to be zealou fly af- 
fected in this good thing. —May the flame which is kindled 
fal a far and wi le, abforb ~ hearts of all the lovers of 
Tefus; like a refining fire, 1 elt down, and confume the 
alloy of our petty difientions, stad prejudices, and abom- 
inable luke-warmnefs, and burn up the idols of the wil- 
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‘dernefs. May there be th roufand 1s of Chrittia an men, like 


Stey phen, full of the Holy Ghoft, who fhall count it their 
‘to fuffer, and dje, for the name of ‘the Lord Jefus! 
Put it apper rs to me, that there is one thing which, 
being wrong in theory, has a pernicious practical influence 
in this bufinefs. I mean, the dea, or habit, of eftimating 
our duty, not wholly indeed, but greatly by the real or 
probable prefent fuccefs of the ente rprize. This idea ap- 
pears to mé far too much transfufed th: ‘ough thofewrit- 
ines, which I have feen in the Magazine, pamphlets, fer- 


mons, &c. on this iubject. And it evidently has had 
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for a long courfe of time, and has, at the prefent day, a 
moft pow verful practical check sipos Gus efforts, with re- 
{pect to a zealous preaching of the Gofpel in general, and 
efpecially, its propagation through the heathen world. 
From the little apparent fuccefs which has attended mif- 
fions attempted heretofore, and fince the apoftolic era, we 
have funk down into a general laflitude, as though the 
caufe, in its nature, fated to an ill terMination, were to be 
utterly and finally abandoned. At the prefent moment 
I perceive, that the idea of fuccefs in converting the hea- 
then to Chrift, is a principal confideration, employed in 
Europe, to ftimulate thofe who have already adventured 
into this ficld of duty, and to pufh forward others, 1n per- 
fon or by proxy, to the fame benevolent efforts. Beyond 
a doubt a profpect of fuccefs is, in all cafes, an incitement 
to the activity of the human mind; and is, in the prefent 
cafe, a reafonable flimulus-ef action; and with great pro- 
priety may local profpects, in this regard, contribute to 
prudential determinations, refpecting the direétion which 
our Chriftian cfforts fhould take. But, unlefs the mil- 
lennium be very near, I am afraid chat if we draw the 
motives of our duty from the confideration of real or 
probable prefent fuccefs, the flame which is now kindled 
will go out in obfcure darkn refs, or, 2t leaft, that it will be 
exccedingly r {mothered. It is worth while to confider, 
whether sd are to eftimate our duty very much by the 
idea of fuccefs, be the profpect of it ftronger or weaker. 
I grant, that the aétual falvaton of finners, whether no- 
minal believers in Chriftianity, or heathens, is an infinitely 
defirable object. But is it nothing to promulgate the 

truth; to fpread the light of revelation; and proclain 
the name and glory of Chrift through the world? Is it 
nothing to addrefs to creatures in rebellion, the w arnings 
of Jehovah, and overture to them, in his name, the blef- 
fings of a full penton and everlafting life? Are not thefe 
things of nearly the fame importance onthe fu} ppofition that 
men will not hear, as on the fv ippofifion that they will? 
Was it not a matter of infinite moment that Chrift preach- 
ed his Go fpel to the Jews, though we are to fuppofe, 
that 
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that not more than twenty were converted under his mi- 
niftrations? Let us confider, what vaft effects have ne. 
verthelefs refulted; how they have fpread abroad, among 
myriads of creatures, through all periods of time, and 
are running down the lapfe of eternity itfelf. What if the 
prophet ftretched out the hand all the day long to a gain- 
faying and difobedient people; what if, from the want of 
prefent fuccefs, they were reduced to the neceflity of 
plaintively inquiring, ** who hath believed our report, 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed,” yet, 
were they not powerful fprings in the vaft machinery 
of the divine economy? Is not now the Chriftian 
Church, with all its eternal glories and felicities, found- 
ed upon them, upon the prophets and apoftles, though 
Jefus Chrift is indeed himfelf the chief corner-ftone? 
When, juft before his afcenfion, our Lord commif- 
fioned the difciples, and gave them the charge, “ go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gofpel to every crea- 
ture,” were they to hefitate; were they to fink down inta 
a moral vis-inertiz, under the dubioufnefs, whether their 
labours would or would not be crowned with fuccefs? 
They had their duty before them. The confequences 
were with Chrift. It was enough for them to know, 
that he was on the throne, and had power to fulfil his de- 
claration, ** be who believeth and is baptifed fhall be faved. 
But he who believeth not fhall be damned.” Is it not 
much that overtures of confumately rich and munificent 
grace, from a benignant Prince, are publifhed through an 
army of refractory rebels, and repeatedly urged though not 
a fingle individual fhould be found willing to embrace 
them? Will not the overture fimply intereft greatly the 
Prince’s character and government? Will it not eftablifh 
him deeply in the affections of all his dutiful fubjeéts ? 
Will it not endear him to them exceedingly, and ftrength- 
en their refolutions to fupport, at every expence, his do- 
minion and laws? And will not the univerfe be fome- 
how greatly affected if the Gofpel of divine grace be pro- 
claimed to idolatrous heathen, though every one of them 
fhould {purn the merciful overture? Will there be no 
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tdditional enetgy in the hallelujahs of Heaven, from this 
admirable difplay of the divine patience and compaffion ? 
St. Paul, even in the midft of a fallen ftate, could rejoice, 
that Chrift was preached; though it were merely in pre- 
tence. And mutt he not, ina ftate of perfection, be the 
fubject of a far greater meafure of joy, in the view of 
Chrift’s being preached, from California to Japan, though 
not above fifty hear gladly the joyful found? Let us re- 
member, however, that Paul is but one among myriads 
of holy creatures. Suppofe that David B;.inerd was not, 
in fact, the inftrument of the faving converfion of a fingle 
aboriginal native: was it nothing, however, to the Church 
of God at large, and confidering its endlefs duration, that 
he fpread among them the knowledge of Chrift, and 
exemplified the power of divine grace, in fuch illuftrious 
virtue? I am myfelf profeffionally, and I hope really, a 
minifter of Chrift. My labours have been confiderable, 
and my defires certainly ardent. But my fuccefs, meaning 
by fuccefs, the immediate converfion of finners, has been 
{mall. It is very much my uncomfortable lot in this 
regard to labour in vain. Sinners under my miniftry 
will repel all the reafonings I employ, and all the per- 
fuafions I ufe. If I were to draw encouragement from 
my fuccefs only, or principally, I fhould have abandoned 
the labour of preaching the Gofpel long ago. Yet I feel 
motives enough. If wethink of going back, or become 
languid in our fervice; are we not driven forward, and 
roufed toenergy, by the imperious calls of confcience, and 
utility, remote, perhaps, but yet certain? The feed muft 
be fown, though every kernel rot in the ground. God 
will be glorified, though Ifrael be not gathered. Few will 


 difpute the fentiments here advanced. They are not 


fuggefted under the idea of their being new, or contro- 
vertible. Sentiments which have been long in the mind, 
need, on particular occafions, to be revived, and re-impref- 
fed. Let us feel the influence of thefe confiderations now. 
Let us not confider prefent fuccefs, an object of primary 
magnitude. If fuccefs be not immediate, let us not be 
at all difcouraged. Behold, the hufbandman waiteth 
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for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience 
for it, until he receive the early, and the latter rain. Cha- 
grin and defpondency are here inadmiflible. It was a 
noble patriotic faying of Tully, ‘* Nil defperandum de 
Republica.” On better grounds may we fay, we have ° 
nothing to defpair of refpecting the kingdom of Chrift, 
Let us then put off our fupinenefs. Let us be alive to 
the infinite objects of our duty. Let us be faithful, in 
relation both to thofe which are domeftic, and thofe which 
are exterior. Let us not be fhamefully parfimonious of 
our money, or our labour. Freely we have received; 
let us freely give. Nota whit behind were we, fellow 
Chriftians, the moft atrocious finners of Kamfchatka, or 
Indoftan, Ethtopia, or Peru. What an illuftrious compa- 
ny of witneffes have gone before us, who counted not 
their own lives dear unto themfelves, that they might 
teftify the Gofpel of the grace of God! What vaft 
realities are turning upon the hinge of the prefent 
moment! Is not the night almoft gone? Is not the 
dawn of a glorious day at hand? Are not the king- 
doms of this world finking into oblivion; and is not the 
kingdom of Chrift, like a mighty edifice, rifing on their 
ruins? How much more defirable will it be when other 
fcales are fufpended, than thofe of infidel opinion, and 
worldly ambition, to be found to have been faithful in 
the building up of this kingdom, than to have produced 
at the head of victorious armies, all the revolutions of Eu- 
rope? When, O when fhall more Brainerds arife clothed 
with the fame refolutions, and prompted with the fame 
holy zeal! When fhall we fee multitudes of young men, 
warmed with the fame benevolence, and thrufting them- 
felves into the fame harveft? Perhaps the time draweth 
nigh. If thefe obfervations are of any ufe, in adding 
a little to the momentum of prefent zeal, or in removing 
the difcouragement, which is too often attached to the - 
idea of little real, or probable fuccefs, it will be extremely 
gratifying to a 


Well-Wifber to Miffions. 
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Of the Return of the Fews to their owm Land. 


N vol. ii. p. 176, of the Theological Magazine, a writer 
has given it as his opinion, that the Jews will never 
be returned to their own land; but, that all the prophecies 
of their reftoration, related, either to their return from the 
Babylonith captivity, or to their converfion to Chriftianity. 
As my own opinion on this fubject is, at prefent, different 
from his, before I give the reafons for my belief, that the 
Jews will, before or at the commencement of the millen- 
nium, be reftored to their ancient poffeffions, propriety 
requires, that attention be paid to the objections which 
are made againft the fentiment. 

It feems to be fuppofed, that there is no way in which 
poffeffion can be obtained, for the Jews, of their ancient 
habitation, unlefs it be by miraculous interpofition, or by 
the power of the fword. But when we confider the defo- 
lations which will, probably, be made on the earth, before 
the millennium commences—the extent and power of the 
providence of God—and the variety of ways in which 
great and unexpected events may be brought about, with- 
out any miraculous interpofition; the difficulties in the way 
of their return may not appear infuperable. He who in- 
fluenced the Egyptians to lend fo liberally to the Ifraelites, 
when they left their land—who difpofed the hearts of Cy- 
rus and Darius to difmifs the captive Jews, reftore to them 
the treafures which they had taken from Jerufalem, and 
lay contributions on their own fubjects, to enable the Jews 
to rebuild their city and temple; can want neither power 
nor means to reftore his ancient chofen people to their for- 
mer poffeflions. Events, as great as this, may eafily be 
brought about, and difficulties, as apparently infuperable, 
be eafily removed, without any miraculous divine interpo- 
fition.—Nor is there any apparent neceffity that the Jews 
fhould be compelled to ufe the fword, in order to gain 
poffeffion of their former habitation. As to the expence 
of their removal, we know that their riches are fuch as to 
become proverbial; and all, confifting in moveables, feem 


to be prepared and defigned to affift their return. _— 
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God can as eafily difpofe other nations to afford them affift. 
ance, as he could, heretofore, the Medes and Perfians, 
and can caufe them to bring their fons in their arms, and 
their daughters upon their fhoulders. 

As to God’s diftinguifhing the Jews, by vifible honours, 
there is no neceflity for fuppofing that, fhould they be re- 
turned to their own land, they will be diftinguifhed from 
others; unlefs it be, perhaps, at leaft for a term, by emi- 
nent piety and humility. 

Nor is it neceflary to fuppofe, on condition of their be- 
ing returned to their own land, that a wall of partition 
need be kept up between them and other nations. Should 
they, then, in many inftances, intermarry with other na, 
tions; and fhould many, from other nations, come and 
dwell with them; it may, neverthelefs, be as vifible, that 
the country is inhabited by the Jews, as it now is that 
France has been inhabited by the Franks, and Scotland b 
the Scots, for a number of centuries paft. If the Jews are 
brought back, and re-fettled in their own land, they may 
be continued there until the end of time, without any fuch 
vifible divifion from other nations as will, in the leaft, en- 
danger the peace and harmony of the Chriftian church.— 
Nor is there any more necefiity for fuppofing, that the 
Jews fhould remain in a ftate of difperfion among all other 
nations, in order to the peace and union of the Chriftian 
church, than that all traces of diftinction of nations fhould 
be done away from the reft of mankind; and all be fifted 
and mingled together, that local and national prejudices 
may be removed. 

It is admitted, that, as the predictions of the captivity 
of the Jews, by the Babylonians, were many and explicit, 
many of the prophecies of their return to their own land 
related to their reftoration from this captivity. There is 
reafon, neverthelefs, to fuppofé, that, at leaft, fome of the 
predictions of a captivity from whence they were to return, 
looked forward to a longer and more grievous captivity 
than that which they fuffered in Babylon s~promifing, at 
the fame time, a return unto their ancient pofleffions from 
this laft and long captivity. “Thuis We find the prophet, 

: Micah, 
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Micah, foretold a deftruction of Jerufalem, which did not 
take place before the coming of Chrift. He fays, chap. 
jii. 12. ** Zion, for your fake, fhall be plowed as a field; 
‘* and Jerufalem fhail become heaps.” And the prophecy 
of Jeremiah, chap. xix. 8, 9. does not appear to have been 
accomplifhed, until the deftruction of Jerufalem by the 
Romans. God faid, ‘* I will make this city defolate, and 
‘“‘ an hifling: every one that paffeth thereby fhall be afto- 
‘¢ nifhed and hifs, becaufe of all the plagues thereof. And 
«J will caufe them to eat the flefh of their fons, and the flefo 
‘* of their daughters, and they feall eat every one the flefb of 
“* bis friend, in the fiege and ftraitne/s wherewith their ene- 
‘< mics, and they that feek ther lives, fall firciten them.” 
And yet, after all thefe evils have been inflicted on the 
Jews, it is exprefsly foretold, that they fhall return unto 
their own land. Jerem. xxtii. 7, 8. “* Therefore behold, 
‘* the days come, faith the Lord, that they fhall no more 
‘* fay, the Lord liveth, which brought up the children of 
‘* Ifrael out of the land of Egypt: But the Lord liveth, 
‘“< which brought up, and which led the feed of the houfe 
* of Hfrael, out of the north country, aud from all the 
<< countries whither I had driven them, and they feall dwell 
“in their own land.” This reftoration from captivity, 
and return to their own land, it is evident, from the words 
immediately preceding the prediction, is to take place 
under the reign of Chrift. 

But if we attend to the promifes which God made to 
Abraham, of the land of Canaan for a poffeffion, and to 
the predictions and promifes which God made to the peo- 
ple of Ifrael, by Mofes, we fhall find much reafon to be- 
lieve that the Jews will, hereafter, be returned to their 
own land. The firft promife of this kind we find, Genefis 
xii. 7. ‘* Andthe Lord appeared unto Abram, and faid, 
** Unto thy feed will I give this land.” Again, Genefis 
xill. 14, 15. ** And the Lord faid unto Abram, after that 
** Lot was feparated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, 
‘‘ and look from the place where thou art, northward, 
** and fouthward, and eaftward, and weftward: for all the 


** Jand which thou feeft, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
“* feed 
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*‘ feed forever.” And Genefis xv. 18. “ In that fame 
‘< day” (that is, the day on which he had foretold to him 
the fervitude and affliction of his feed in Egypt) “ the 
*« Lord made a covenant with Abram, faying, Unto thy 
“‘ feed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt 
*¢ unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” It is here 
obfervable, that the whole extent of country here defcrib- 
ed, was as much promifed to Abram, and to his feed, as 
any part of it: and that it was promifed to them for a 
perpetual inheritance, even unto the end of time. The term 


forever, made ufe of in the promife, can mean nothing 


lefs than as long as the world ftands. 

Though, during the fhort period of the reign of Solo- 
mon, the kings on this fide the river Euphrates were tri- 
butary to him, there does not appear, as yet, to have 
been an accomplifhment of the promife to Abram, even 
with refpect to the extent of country, which was ‘to be 
given to his feed; and, certainly, not as to the term for 
which they were to inherit it. 

Should it be faid, that, according to the conditions 
upon which the inheritance of this good land was to be 
given to the feed of Abram, for a pofleffion, it is as con- 
fiftent to fuppofe, that the Jews fhould never be carried 
back to that country, as that they fhould be, for fo long 
a term, banifhed from it; it may be replied, that though 
there were conditions, as afterwards more largely and par- 
ticularly fpecified by Mofes, upon which the pofterity of 
Abram might expec to be continued in poffeffion of the 
promifed inheritance; yet a compliance with thefe condi- 
tions, on their part, fo far as to fecure their future return, 
when carried from it, was as certainly fecured as the de- 
liever’s compliance with the conditions upon which heaven 
is promifed to him. No believer has a promife of the 
heavenly inheritance, but on the condition of perfeverance 
in holinefs; yet this condition, on the part of believers, 
is made fure by the covenant of promife: and, not lefs fo, 
that future obedience of the pofterity of Abram, upon 
which it was promifed they fhould inherit the land of 
Canaan for ever. 
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The prefent captivity and difperfion of the Jews, as 
alfo the deftruction of their city and polity, by the Romans, 
was very particularly foretold by Mofes; and their return, 
from this captivity, to their own land, not lefs explicitly 
predicted and promifed. He fays, Deut. xxviii. 49, 50, 
525 53, 64, 68. ** The Lord fhall bring a nation againft 
«“ thee from far, from the end of the earth, as {wift as 
‘ the eagle flieth; a nation whofe tongue thou fhalt not 
“* underftand; @ nation of fierce countenance, which fhall 
«« not regard the perfon of the old, nor fhew favour unto 
«‘the young. And he fhall befiege thee in all thy gates, 
“ until thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou 
“ truftedft, throughout all thy land: and he fhalt befiege 
“< thee in ail thy gates throughout all thy land which the 
«« Lord thy God hath given thee. And thou fhalt eat the 
“ fruit of thine own body, the flefh of thy fons and of thy 
*¢ daughters which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in 
« the fiege and in the ftraitnefs wherewith thine enemies fhall 
‘¢ diftrefs thee. And the Lord fhall fcatter thee among all 
« people, fromthe one end of the earth even unto theother ; 
«< and there fhalt thou ferve other gods, which neither 
‘¢ thou nor thy fathers have known. And the Lord fhall 
« bring thee into Egypt again with fhips, by the way 
«¢ whereof I fpake upon thee. Thou fhalt fee it no more 
«¢ again: and there ye fhall be fold unto your enemies for 
« bond-men and bond- women, and no man fhall buy you.” 
And the plagues, and fore ficknefles, with which the Jews 
are threatened, in this chapter, it is faid, verfe 59. fhall . 
be of long continuance. An.accomplifhment of thefe pre- 
dictions is no where to be found, but in that deftruétion 
which God infliéted upon the Jews by the Romans, and 
in their prefent difperfion among other nations. If the 
deftruction of the Jewifh nation and polity by the Romans, 
and the confequent evils which have befallen that people, 
are the accomplifhment of fuch ancient prophetic predic- 
tion; their future return to their own land is, alfo, necef- 
fary to a full and complete accomplifhment of the further 
predictions of the fame eminent Prophet. For Mofes 


proceeds, chap. xxx. 1—6. ‘ And it fhall come to pafs, 
ss when 














128 Return of the Fews to their own Land. 


Lal 


when all thefe things are come upon thee, the bleffing 
“¢ and the curfe, which I have fet before thee and thou 
** fhalt call them to mind among all the nations whither 
** the Lord thy God hath driven thee, and fhalt return 
‘“* unto the Lord thy God, and fhalt obey his voice accord- 
‘‘ ing to all that [ command thee this day, thou and thy 
‘** children, with all thy heart, and with all thy foul; that 
‘«« then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have 
‘* compaffion on thee, and will return and gather thee 
‘* from all nations whither the Lord thy God had {fcatter- 
“ed thee. If any of thine be driven out unto the utmoft 
“« parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God 
“‘ gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee. And 
«* the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land, which thy 
“ fathers pojfeffed, and thou jhalt poffefs it: and be will do 
“ thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. And the 
«“ Tord thy God will circumeife thine beart, and the heart of 
«< thy feed, ta love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
“© with all thy foul, that thou mayeft live.” 

Prediétions and promifes, fimilar to thofe which have 
now been quoted, are to be found in other parts of ‘the 
Mofaic and prophetic writings: and, as it is admitted, 
that the time will certainly come, when the vai! fhall be 
taken from the heart of the Jews, and they fhall turn 
unto the Lord; their being carried back, and re-fettled in 
their own land; ig}ds clearly and exprefily foretold as their 
prefent difperfion dnd captivity. 

If the prefent difperfion and fituation of the Jews be not 
a fulfilment? of prophetic prediction, no evidence ean be 
derived, from the unufual events refpecting that nation, 
in favour of divine revelation. And that there is any pre- 
diction, throughout the whole book of Gad, befide that 
of Mofes, of which the prefent ftate and circumftances of 
the Jews furnifh fo vifible and ftriking a completion, will 
not be pretended. And it is as evident, from the pre- 
dictions of Moles, that the Jews fhall again be carried 
back to their own land, as it is that their prefent captivity 
and difperfion are an accomplifhment of the prophecy of 
Motes. ; 
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That the converfion of the Jews to chriftianity will 
precede the general converfion of the Gentile nations, feems 
to be clearly foretold in the word of God. The Apoftle, 
{peaking of the rejection of the Jews, and the calling of 
the Gentiles, fays, Rom. xi. 15. ‘* For if the cafting 
** away of them be the reconciling of the world, what 
‘< fhall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?” 
This event is to have a great and wonderful effect on the 
Gentile world, like that of a mighty voice raifing the dead, 
As the effect of the rejection of the Jews was, through 
the wonderful mercy of God, happy for the world, God’s 
receiving of them again will be followed with effects far more 
happy and glorious: and, as this is to be the cafe, we 
have reafon to conclude, that their future converfion will 
be accompanied with circumftances fitted to give the moft 
public notoriety to the event; and, attended with fenfible, 
vifible manifeftations of an almighty hand and power, which 
will not fail of exciting and arrefting the attention of the 
world. 

But fhould the Jews be converted to chriftianity, remain- 
ing fcattered up and down among the nations, as they now 
are, it will be an event much lefs confpicuous to the na- 
tions of the earth—much lefs fitted to attract univerfal 
attention, than if, when this glorious work begins among 
_ them, they fhould alfo be taken out from other nations, 
and be carried back, and tranfplanted in their own land. 
Such a manifeftation of divine power, in the accomplifh- 
ment of a prediction of fo ancient a date, apd which had 
ftood upon record, and been more or lefs ind and read, 
for the {pace of three or four thoufand years, will be a 
wonderful atteftation to the truth of revealed religion, and 
be remarkably fitted to {pread conviétion among all other 
nations. 

The return of the Jews to their own land, in connexion 
with their converfion to chriftianity, will put an end, we 
have reafon to fuppofe, to the fcepticifm of the world, 
and be the death-blow to infidelity: being in this way, as 
the Apottle exprefles it, life from the dead, or a refurrec- 
tion of the world. 
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And when other nations, themfelves become chriftian, 
reflect, that the Jews were God’s ancient covenant people, 
and that they had borne the heat and burden of the day; 
when they confider the benefits which, through the inter- 
pofition of divine mercy, had refulted to them, from the 
rejection of the Jews; and when they contemplate that 
feries of evils and calamities which that nation has fuffer- 
ed, and the dark and heavy cloud under which they have 
fo long lain; inftead of envying them their profperity, ot 
any diftinétion which their being reftored to their ancient 
poffeffions may be thought to give them, they will be all 
melted into tendernefs toward them, rejoice in their prof- 
perity, and unite in thankful acknowledgments and praifes 
to God for every token of mercy to the feed of Abra- 
ham his friend; that father of the faithful, in whom al 
the nations of the earth are now bleffed. 
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On the Suffering of the Innocent. 


S it confiftent with the perfections of God to inflict m:- 

fery on an innocent being ? 

I anfwer in the affirmative; and argue, 1. From the 
nature of things. What is there abfurd in the fuppofi- 
tion, that if the general good requires that an innocent 
perfon fuffer pain, God fhould inflict it? For inftance, 
that our firft parents fhould be required to cultivate para- 
dife till they fhould be weary; and that labour to a degree 
of wearinefs fhould be fubfervient to the health and hap- 
pinefs of our firft parents in paradife; or that they fhould 
fometimes feel the pain of hunger? / This might be a 
neceflary ftimulus to eating and to the prefervation of their 
health, and even life. Then, furely, no reafonable objec- 
tion can be brought againft the permiffion and ordering 
of it by providence. 

2. I argue from faé&. Our Lord Jefus Chrift was 
perfectly innocent, yet God infli€ed on him mifery. The 
brutal herds are innocent, yet God fends mifery on them. 
The angels and our firft parents, before their fall, were 

innocent, 
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innocent, yet God, in his providence, fo difpofed events, 
as to bring fin and confequent mifery upon them. And 
if God may bring fin on an innocent being, why not pain 
and mifery? It will not be pretended that the former ts 
a lefs evil than every degree of the latter. 

Objection 1. Our Lord Jefus Chrift was not innocent, 
as the fins of mankind were imputed to him.—Anfwer 1. 
If it was confiftent with the divine perfeétions firft to im- 
pute fin to an innocent perfon, and then inflict mifery on 
him, why not to infli@ the fame mifery without the im- 
putation?——Anfwer 2. The imputation of the fin of man- 
kind to Chrift, confifts wholly in treating him, in certain 
refpects, as if he had been guilty of their fins; 1. e. in 
fending mifery upon him; not in thinking, fuppofing, or 
reckoning him to be a finner. 

Objection 2. Beafts are not rational creatures.—Anfwer. 
I grant it; and what follows? Not furely that it is mght 
to inflict mifery upon them at random, and without the 
requirement of the general good. If the requirement of 
the general good make it lawful and right to inflt mifery 
on a horfe, why not ona man? No doubt the general 
good is more important and valuable than the private 
of a horfe; and this is the reafon why the infliction of 
mifery on a horfe in fubfervience to the general good can 
be juftified: and the fame reafon will juftify the infliction 
of mifery on a man, in fubferviency to the fame general 
good. The good of the fyftem, or of the univerfe, is 


more important than that of any individual man. 
O. 











ON HELL TORMENTS. 
I° there any other punifhment in hell than the pain of 


malice and envy? 

Anfwer, yes; for two reafons. 1. The fcriptures re- 
prefent the mifery of hell to be, at leaft in part, inflicted 
from without. They reprefent that the damned fhall be 
tormented with a worm that never dies, and a fire that 

never 
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fever is quenched. Now, this fire appears to fuggeft the 
idea of pain arifing from a pofitive infliction from with- 
out, and not that which arifes from the temper of the 
perfon punifhed. 

2. Unlefs we allow of fome other punifhment in hell 
than the pain of malice and envy, there will be no evi- 
dence of any punifiiment inflicted by God on the damned, 
or of any difpleafure manifefted by him toward them. 
‘The pain naturally arifing from malice and envy would be 
the fame, upon the atheiftic hypothefis, or if there were 
ho God. This, then, is no proof cf God’s difpleafure 
with the damned; and would be no evidence that God w 
difpleafed with the wicked. But the very end of the 
punifhment of the damned is to manifeft the difpleafure of 
God at the wicked. Therefore, there muft be fome other 


i) 
punifhment in hell than the pain of mialice and envy. 
} - 
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| ON PRACTICAL GODLINESS. ! 


W Have obferved feveral extraéts of Jetters publifhed 
| in the Theological Magazine, or on the cover, ob- 
hh. jecting to the contents of that work, and wifhing it may 
contain pieces lefs metaphyfical and dry, tending more to 
promote practical godlinefs, and expreffing more piety and 
devotion. Now, | prefume there is not a fingle writer 
he for the Magazine but wifhes the contents of that work 
{ may be fuch as to promote practical godlinefs in the moft 
. happy manner, and to the greateft degree. The writers , 
. doubtlefs have their different views of the moft proper 
tilt means of promoting that object. Some fuppofe it may 
NI be promoted by eftablifhing and illuftrating the dodtrines 
| of the gofpel, by anfwering the objections of gainfayers, 
| and by removing the ftumbling blocks out of the way. 
Others fuppofe it may be better promoted by narrating of 
convictions and converfions, and of the experience of 
Chriftians. Thefe feveral means of promoting practical 
godiinefs have been confiderably ufed in the Theological 
Magazine. 
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Magazine. Still the authors of the letters before men- 
tioned are not fatisfied; ftill the pieces publifhed in that 
work do not, in their view, fufficiently tend to fecure an 
object wifhed for by all. I, therefore, earneftly befeech 
the letter-writers themfelves to write for the Magazine 
fuch pieces as they wifh to fee it contain; pieces, in their 
judgment, moft happily conducive to the promotion of 
practical godlinefs; pieces not ‘* metaphyfical and dry,” 
but having ‘a greater degree of piety and devotion run- 
ning through them,” “ pieces immediately practical and 
interefting.” From the letters which they write, it ap- 
pears that they are well capable of what I now befeech 
them to do; and until they fhall comply with this fincere 
and moderate requeft, and fhall find their pieces excluded 
from the Magazine, I think we may reafonably expect 
they will fufpend their complaints, and filently fuffer others 
to endeavour to promote practical godlinefs, by fuch 
means as they, however miftaken, may judge to be beft 


adapted to that end, 
IOTA. 
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Remarks on ** A Differtation on the Perfon and CharaSer 
- of Melchifedec,” inferted in Vol. iti. No. 1. p. 13, 8c. 
of Theological Magazine. 


O far as this is a matter of mere fpeculation, it is 
needlefs to {pend much time or thought upon it. But 

fo far as it may ferve to illuftrate what the Apofile Paul 
fays of this perfon in his Epiftle to the Hebrews, and 
ive fatisfaction to the inquiring mind, and fhew the un- 
reafonablenefs of the many groundlefs and wild conjec- 
tures which have been made, of which the differtation be- 
fore us appears to be an inftance, this fubject is worthy 
of careful attention. | 
This writer attempts to prove that Noah was Melchi- 
fedec, who met Abraham. But when it is confidered that 
we are informed, in the fcripture hiftory of him, that he 


had 
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had a father, and who he was, that he died, being nine 
hundred and fifty years old, in what fenfe could the be, 
* Without father, without mother, without defcent, hav- 
ing neither beginning of days, nor end of life?” it is im- 
poflible to imagine. Befides, we have reafon to be certain 
that Noah never faw the land of Canaan, but lived and 
died in the eaftern world, where the ark refted after the 
flood. Nor does this author give any fatisfaétory evi- 
dence that it is confiftent with the chronology of {cripture 
that Noah lived to the time when Abraham was in the 
land of Canaan. Since all thefe things are againft his 
conjecture, we may be /ure there is no truth in it, and 
regret that fo many pages fhould be filled in an attempt 
to explain and fupport it. 

It will ftill be afked, who was this Melchifedec? This 
writer mentions and explodes that which appears to be 
now the moft common and fatisfactory opmion, viz. 
«“ That Melchifedec was a prince in the country where 
Abraham fojourned, i. e. in the land of Canaan.” He 
gives his reafon for rejecting this opinion, in the follow- 
ing words :—** If Melichifedec was a Canaanitifh prince, 
it feems very furprifing how he came not only to preferve 
his belief of the true religion, when the whole world was 
funk in idolatry, but how he fhould be a prieft fuperior 
to Abraham, whom God had exprefsly called and chofen 
to be the father of the faithful.” 

Anfwer. Itis nogin the leaft incredible or furprifing that 
there fhould be a king and prieft in Canaan, at that time, 
who knew and worfhipped the true God. Though igno- 
rance and idolatry were then fait ff preading, yet idolatry was 
not become univerfal. Hundreds of years after this we find 
there was a prieft in Midian who appears to be a worfhipper 
of the true God, and a pious man. And Balaam, though 
a wicked man, acknowledged Jehovah to be the only true 
God. It was many hundred years after Abraham before 
the iniquity of the inhabitants of Canaan was full. There 
might be many pious men there in Abraham’s day, anda 
king of a particular town or city, who was alfo a prieft, 
and maintained the worfhip of the true God, and who was 
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eminent at that day, both as king and prieft, being head 
of the inhabitants of a particular city, tribe or clan, as 
it was common, at that day, to have both thefe offices 
united in one man. 

In this view it is eafy to fee how he might be fuperior 
to Abraham, and the latter lefs than the former. Abram 
is to be confidered as what he was, or appeared to be 
then, when Melchifedec blefled him; not what he was af- 
terwards, when his name was changed, and what he sow 
appears to have been. He was then a fojourner in a 
ftrange land, not having any pofterity, or being the pro- 
prietor of a foot of land, as a vagrant, changing his fitu- 
ation from one place to another. Melchifedec lived in his 
own country, and had an eftablifhed character as king and 
prieft of the moft high God among his people. As thefe 
men appear on hiftory at that time, Melchifedec is cer- 
tainly the greater; and the Apoftle confiders them only 
as they appear in the light of this hiftory, as will appear 
by what follows. 

It will be afked, How this king and prieft, being a real 
man, can be faid to be ‘“* without father, without mother, 
without defcent, having neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life?” 

Anfwer. The Apoftle confiders and defcribes him as 
he appears in the hiftory of him in Genefis. In that 
there is no account of his being born, or having a father 
or mother, or of his ever dying or ceafing to be a king 
and prieft. He was defigned by God to be a type of 
Chrift, and, therefore, he ordered that Mofes, in giving 
the hiftory of him, fhould fay juft fo much as was necefs 
fary, in order to his ftanding in this hiftory fuch a type. 
And God infpired the Pfalmift, when he prophefies of 
Chrift, to fay, “ Thou art a prieft forever after the order 
of Melchifedec.” The Apoftle improves thefe words of 
David, compared with the hiftory of Melchifedec, to 
prove to the Jews that Chrift was the Meffiah, and fuch 
a king and prieft, as implies a change in their priefthood, 
and the whole Levitical economy. In order to this he takes 


Melchifedec, as he appears on the ftage in the hiftory of 
him, 
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him, confiders his name, and the name of the place of 
which he was king and prieft, and the fignification of 
them, his offices, what he faid and did to Abraham, and 
how Abraham treated him: and then, with the words of 
David on this fubject, proves that Melchifedec was a type 
of Chrift, and that the latter was the prieft predicted in 
the 100th pfalm; and that the Levitical priefthood was 
abolifhed. 

Let the attentive, judicious reader judge whether this 
be not the moft natural, eafy and fatisfactory light in 
which this fubjec can be viewed; and if fo, he will with 
full contentment wait to know hereafter the very perfon 
whofe name was Melchifedec, ahd all thofe circumftances 
which are not revealed, and therefore do net now belong 
to us. 











SPECULATION AND PRACTICE, 


T is a trite obfervation, that the human mind is ever 
| prone to extremes. The obfervation is juft, and ought 
to be a guide to us, in forming all our opinions. I find, 
from feveral things publithed in the Theological Maga- 
zine, that there are oppofite fentiments refpeéting the 
complexion of this work. If the Magazine, as a work 
of literature and piety, has obtained a general approba- 
tion, there are, at leaft, fome of its contents which meet 
with a very different and almoft oppofite reception. Men 
have diffimilar taftes, abilities, and habits. What fuits 
one, therefore, will very often difguft another. This is 
notorioufly true refpecting ail forts of books and fubjects 
which fall under the confideration of mankind. Deep in- 
veftigation, in which clofe and accurate reafoning is em- 
ployed, are, to many, extremely tirefome. Perfons of 
this complexion are pleafed withrardent harangue. They 
love to have their paffions excited: they are impatient of 
laborious thinking, and, rather than have metaphyfics, 
they would fet for ever under the fing-fong of a difcourfe 
which contains nothing but what every body has heard a 
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thoufand times. On the other hand, there are many whd 
delight in little elfe but difcovery: Inveftigation! invef- 
tigation! they cry. They are always exploring: they 
plunge to the bottom, without fear of drowning. It 1s 
their error, perhaps, that, in the purfuit of knowledge, — 
(which, to fay the leaft, appears to be quite a laudable 
purfuit) they overlook other concernments of equal im- 
portance. Hence it fares as it does with the Magazine. 
With fome it is too hot, and with others it is too cold, 
To the tafte of fome it has too much of dry and hard 
fpeculation; its writers are too metaphyfical. To others 
there are many pieces vapid and taftelefs, becaufe they in- 
veftigate nothing. Perhaps both thefe apprehenfions are 
extremes, which ought to be brought into a nearer co- 
alefcence. For my own part, I refpect highly the ftudi- 
ous, the inquifitive, the fenfible, and believe that they 
will be refpected generally, fo long as mankind are rank- 
ed among rational creatures. Works of folid fenfe and 
ingenuity it feems impoffible that any one fhould not ad- 
mire. If I fee aclear and penetrating mind, I am pleafed, 
though it feem to me to ftray in fome particulars. Yet 
I am fo far from thinking that pra¢tical godlinefs is to be 
repudiated, or even poftponed to mere {peculation, that 
the former is really the end, in my view, of the latter. 
That character is the brighteft and moft ufeful, in my 
opinion, in which thefe are happily blended. The man 
who is ftudious, fenfible, penetrating, and, if you pleafe, 
a deep metaphyfician, and who, at-the fame time, is ar- 
dent in his devotions, and in his zeal, making his under- 
ftanding fubfervient to his heart, and his knowledge con- 
tribute to his piety, is the man for me. He is a burning 
and a fhining light, and moves in a fphere which leaves 
the great body of the world at a vaft diftance. This is 
the man whom the ignorant muft refpeét, and the virtu- 
ous love. Men of inferior talents and improvements, 
who are ever marching, without gaining ground, may be 
good, poflibly as good, but they cannot be fo ufeful or 
refpectable. To fuppofe otherwife would be far from ap- 
preciating duly the gifts of the Creator. Sermons which 
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fall from thefe men of improvement and fervor, will a¢ 
once inftrué& and warm, convince and animate. Their 
books will be luminous and engaging, and their fhorter 
eflays ftored with difcuflion and with zeal. They who 
{peak flightly of the one or the other, generally do no 
honour either to their underftanding or to their hearts. 

It cannot be queftioned, however, that men of think- 
ing and metaphyfical heads are in danger of becoming, 
as we fay, dryly fo, or of making theology a mere {ci- 
ence. Theoretic improvement is fometimes their hobby- 
horfe, which dances fo continually in their view, that they 
are dazzled and charmed; fo as to lofe fight of almoft 
every other objet. Difcuffion is all; feeling is apart. 
This is but analogous to what we find among mankind in: 
general. Men of every clafs are in danger of becoming 
unduly partial to their occupations or favourite purfuit. 

The lawyer makes every thing of the law. No writers 

with him are on a level with Montefquieu and Blackftone. 

The Chriftian fyftem; which is in fact the fountain from 

whence every principle of law is originally deduced, is, 

with him, a pigmy affair in comparifon with law as a {ci- 

ence. To be learned in the law is, therefore, to him, to: 

be all that a great character can be. The phyfician is apt 

to think. that anatomy and the materia medica are the en- 

cyclopedia of fcience. The mechanic and the farmer have 

the fame partiality to their refpective occupations. That 

which continually occupies the thoughts, becomes magnifi- 

ed, and will be like to abforb attention, exclufive of other 

objects and duties. The fcientific divine is in danger, on 

the fame principle, of becoming, as it were, merely {cien- 

tific. Every fuch one, therefore, fhould be on his guard 

in this refpect, and be careful to exhibit ardent piety, 

which can be felt, as well as knowledge, which can be feen. 

But if the ftudious divine is in danger here, the perfon 

who naufeates inquiry, under the notion of its being mere 

{peculation, is in as great danger, at leaft, on the other 

hand. Zeal, which is not according to knowledge, is com- 

monly of a fickening afpe@. It has as much fmoke as 

flame, and is attended. with as little effect as the firing of 
powder 
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powder without bullets. It is not to be denied, indeed, 
that grace may poffefs the heart of the man whofe under- 
ftanding is feeble, and whofe intellectual improvements are 
fmall. But can we know too much? Is not error, other 
things being equal, the offspring of ignorance? Is ita 
pleafing or ufeful companion? Does it notfly, as wead- 
vance impartially into the field of inquiry? How-can we 
be champions for the truth unlefs we are clad with the 


neceflary armour? For what has God opened to our view 


the volume of his works, and the ftill more inftrudtive 
volume of his word? Do not the intellectual powers of 
man give him his elevated rank in the fcale of created ex- 
iftence? Is not every Chriftian profeffedly a -d:/ciple, 
whofe bufinefs it is to learn? Is not the Chriftian:minif- 
ter efpecially to be a fcribe, well inftructed into the myfte- 
ries of the kingdom of heaven, and able to bring out of 
his treafures things new and old? ‘Does not wifdom fay 
to us, ‘*My fon, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide 
my commandments with thee, fo that ‘thou incline thine 
ear unto wifdom, and apply ‘thine heart to underftanding, 
if thou feekeft her as filver, and fearcheft for her as for 
hid treafures, then fhalt thou underftand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God?” He who will 
anfwer thefe queftions candidly, will not feel averfion to 
the clofeft inveftigations. He will join with me in the . 
opinion, that fentimental divines are the moft refpectable 
divines, and that the fentimental are not by any means 


the leaft valuable pieces in the Theological Magazine. 
BRUTUS. 








To the Editor of the Theological Magazine, 
Sir, 
IP you think the following Letter to a young Lady worthy a 
place in your Magazine, you may infert it. 


LETTER TO A YOUNG LADY. 
HY is it, my dear fifter, we have fo little /piritual 
enjoyment? An interefting inquiry you will readily 
acknowledge. I have been thinking, of late, that there “m 
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world of exquifite beauty, of glory ineffable, of harmony 
complete, of joy, rapturous and divine, with which, alas! 
I have very little intercourfe. I have been led a little to 
inquire, why I am fo far, and fo unhappily excluded? The 
reafon which has commonly been given in anfwer to this 
inquiry, is to this effeét, viz. If it doth not pleafe God 
to vouchfafe to us, thofe rapturous and glorious difco- 
veries, we muft remain deftitute of them. But does 
this anfwer your mind, or does it properly inveftigate the 
fubject? And will you, therefore, fit down, contented to 
live at fuch a diftance from God, or to have fo little 
intercourfe with that world of beauty, of glory, of felicity ? 
Should a nobleman open his door to a poor vagrant, 
and cordially welcome him to the fumptuous fare of his 
own table; and fhould the vagrant, after having partaken 
once or twice with the nobleman, content himfelf with his 
former mean and fordid fare, what fhould we think of 
him? The ftory of the Prodigal is familiar to you. You 
recollect from what a miferable condition he was reftored 
to the bofom of paternal tendernefs. Contraft his dif- 
ferent fituations. Behold him reduced to the mean em- 
ployment of feeding {wine; and, what is ftill more hum- 
bling, fubfifting upon their fare! Then behold him adorn- 
ed with goodly apparel, feafting on the rich variety of 
his father’s plentiful table! How furprifing it would be 
for fuch an one to return to his former condition! Should 
we fee one, in the midft of plenty, feeding upon mouldy 
crufts, and fuch refufe as is commonly thrown to the dogs 
of the table, fhould we not admire at his condué&? Let 
us fuppofe the upper ftory of a man’s dwelling to be 
furnifhed with all that is defirable in life, but he lives on 
the ground floor, in the meaneft condition, becaufe he is 
too indolent to afcend a pair of ftairs, or becaufe he ima- 
gines there are no ftairs, no way to afcend, and vet never 
gives himfelf the trouble thoroughly to examine and afcer- 
tain that matter; what fhould we think of him? Should 
we not think he acted a very fimple part? Should he 
walk about bemoaning his condition, lamenting his ex- 
clufion from that upper apartment, when, at the fame 
time, 
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time, nothing but a mift prevented his feeing the way of 
afcent, fhould we not pity his weaknefs? 

Have you already made the application, my dear fifter ? 
or is it needful to fpeak in plainer terms, and explain thefe 
parables? Is not our heavenly Father’s table as plentifully 
furnifhed as it was in the days of our efpoufals? Are we 
not as cordially welcome? Why, then, have we no more 
fpiritual enjoyment ? 

Here is a perfon complaining that it is dark; that he 
cannot fee the light of the fun as formerly: he imagines 
fome clouds have intervened, not to be difpelled by his 
fincereft endeavours; yet the fact is, the fun fhines with 
the fame brightnefs, in all its radiant glory, but his fight 
is unhappily affected; he has a mote, or rather a beam in 
his eye. We muft fearch for the cloud which interrupts 
our view of the fun of righteoufnefs in our own hearts. It 
is the want of a faffe, a reli/h for that world of beauty, and 
glory, which deprives us of its holy enjoyments. Our 
glorious Lord would never leave us deftitute of a {weet 
fenfe of his love, did we not unduly place our affections 
on other objects. And if we will be fo foolifh and cri- 
minal as to proftitute our affections, and court idolatrous 
lovers to our deareft embraces, can we reafonably think it 
ftrange, that the glorious Bridegroom fhould withdraw 
himfelf, and leave us to bemoan our folly ? In fine, if we 
would be bleffed with glorious difcoveries of the world 
above, we mutt fet our affections on things above. 

If we would be bleffed with the life-giving prefence of 
Chrift, we muft keep our hearts chafte for him alone. 
Let us put away our idols, and God will appear to us in 
his glory. Jet us cultivate an intercourfe with that world 
before defcribed, and we fhall undoubtedly be bleffed with 
joyful prelibations of future glory. 

Hoping fhortly to meet you where friends made perfect, 
enjoy the moft pure, unreftrained and happifying inter- 
courfe, permit me to fubfcribe myfelf, 

Yours affectionately, Zz. 





Mifs S 
AT 

















542 On the Ordination of Deacons. 


AT a meeting of the North Affociation of Lichfield County, 
(Conne@ticut) holden on the 27th day of September, 1797, 
at the houfe of the Rev. ASAHEL HooKER, at Gofhen, 

Voted, That Meffrs. Epwarnps, Mitts, and GRIFFIN be @ 
committee io publifh the fubftance of certain manu/fcripts on 
the duty of ordaining Deacons, which have been read before 
this affociation. 

A true copy, 
Tef. JONATHAN MILLER, Seribe. 


December 29th, 1797. 
Str, 
AS we are dire&ted by the Affociation to publifh the 
following piece, we requef? you to infert it in the Theological 


Magazine. 
SAMUEL J. MILLS, 
JONATHAN EDWARDS. 
EDWARD D. GRIFFIN. 


Afr. C. Davis. 


ON THE ORDINATION GF DEACONS. 


: UGHT deacons to be ordained by the impofition 
Queftion. of hands? ; 

The practice of impofing hands in certain cafes feems to be 
very ancient. jacob laid his hands on the fons of Jofeph, with 
defign to impart a bleffing to them.* In the days of Mofes it was 
the cuftom to ordain to fpecial offices by the laying on of hands, 
By this ceremony were the Levites ordained;+ and Fifiua was 
made the judge and captain of lirael.[ When things were to be 
fet apart to folemn u'e, the feparation was made by this ceremony. 
Thus things tor /acrifices were confecrated.§ 

Under the New Teftament, by this ceremony, Chrift and the 
primitive faints effected miraculous cures ;|—Chrift communicat- 
ed bleffings perhaps of a fpiritual kind ;]—the apoftles commu- 
nicated to believers in general the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft ;**—the difciples were fet apart to any fpecial work ;¢+— 
Elders were confecrated to their offices ;tt—fpecial qualifications 
for office were communicated to elders ;\\—and, laitly, the firft 
feven deacons were Coniecrated to their work. |! 


From 
* Gen. xlviii. 14. + Num. viii. ro. + Num. xxvii. 18. 
Lev. iii. 2. Mark v. 23. and xvi. 18. Aéts ix. 17. 
q Mark x. 16, ** Acts viii. 17—19. and xix. 6. 
++ Acts xiii. 3. jj 1 Tim. iv. 14. and v. 22. 2 Tim. i. 6. 


§§2 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. i. 6. \\!! Acts vigg. 
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From this general view of the purpofes for which hands were 
impofed (and, I think, there is no inftance recorded in which 
they were impofed for any other purpofe), this ceremony feems 
to have been confidered fignificant, and much ftrefs feems to have 
been laid upon it, both in Old and New Teftament times, when 
any [pecial bleffing or gift was to be communicated, or when 
perfon or thing was to be confecrated to important or facred 
fe. 

It was not exclufively applied for the induction of prie/fs or 
minifiers into office. 

It is a faét which no chriftian denies, that the apoftles‘ordain- 
ed the firft feven deacons by the impofition of hands. It would 
feem, therefore, without fome cogent reafon againft it, that we 
are under obligation to imitate their example. Let us examine 
the objections which are made againft this imitation. 

Otje&. The firft feven deacons were ordained to preach; and, 
as deacons are not now chofen for this end, they ought not to be 
ordained. 

Anf. It is denied that the firft deacons were ordained to preach. — 
I can find no account of any of them after their ordination, ex- 
cept Stephen and Philip. With refpect to Stephen, the only ac- 
¢ount is, that he being full of the Holy Ghoft, did great wonders 
and miracles among be people; which was no more than private 
chriftians did: and when certain adverfaries rofe up to oppofe 
him, he, as any other zealous advocate for chriftianity, though a 
private man, would have done, engaged incontroverly with them. 
The confequence was, that he was brought betore the Jewith 
Sanhedrim, where he made his memorable defence, which, by 
enraging the Jews, was the occafion of his death. -We have no 
evidence that he was by office a preacher. 

But Philip is moft talked of, and much is made of his public 
labours. But the misfortunes, there has not been enough made 
oi them. It is true, he preached; and it is true alfo that he had 
authority to plant churches, and to adminifter the feals of the 
New ¥eftament, and was, to ail intents and purpofes, a minif- 
ter of the gofpel.* If, then, the conceffion be extorted, that he 

was 


* He was the man who planted the church at Samaria, and.bap- 
tized the eunuch. That one and the fame man did both is evident 
from the context: and it was a man by the name of Philip, who ap- 
pears to have been much known in thofe days. But it was not the 
epofle Philip; for, after the church was planted, there was need that 
apofiles thould go down and confirm it. Acts viii. 14—17. Befides, 
it appears that none of the apoftles had departed from Jerufalem un- 
til this church was planted. See verfe 1. After the baptifm of the 
eunuch, it is faid of this Philip, that, paffing through, he preached 
in alf the cities, until he came to Ce/area; that is, as one would fup- 
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was conftituted a preacher, by the inftance of ordination uridet 
contideration, may | not infift that this ordination did more—that 
it contticuted him, in every refpect, a minifter of Chrift? But this, 
perhaps, will not be believed by any.* 

That Philip was, either before or after (moft probably after) 
his induction to the office of deacon, ordained and invefted with 
all the authority of a gofpel minifter, I have no doubt; but that 
his minilterial authority was bottomed, either wholly or in part, 
on the ordination under confideration, I muft diibelieve. 

But to decide the queftion, let us refer to the account of this 
tranfaction, as {tated by the facred hiftorian, and fee if the de- 
figns of it are avowed; and if avowed, what they are. 

~The Grecians murmured againft the Hebrews, becaufe their 
widows were negiected in the daily miniftrations, and brought 
their complaint to the apofties. Say the apoftles, Our bufinefs 
of preaching the word ts fo great, that we cannot attend to the 
diftribution of provilion among the brethren. * It is not reafon 
that we thould LEAVE the WORD of God and ferve tablés. 
Wherefore, brethren, look you out among you feven men of 
honett report, full of the Holy Ghoft and wifdom, whom we 
may [not ordain to preach, but] ordain ¢ over 7HJS BUSI- 
NESS. But we [as men engaged in wholly different bufinefs } 
will give ourlelves continually to—the minifiry of the word. 
And the faying pleafed the whole multitude, and they chofe Ste- 
phen, &c. whom they fet before the apoltles; and when they had 

rayed, they laid their hands on them.” 

This is the whole account; which, fo far from hinting that 
thefe men were ordained to preach, fully declares the coutrary. 

O';. It does not appear that hands were laid on the firft dea. 
cons wiih any other intent than they were laid on common chrif- 

tiafis, 


pofe, until he got home; for here the account leaves him: and where 
would it be natural for the hiftorian (after following him, itep by 
ftep, through a circuitous journey of two hundred miles), to leave 
him but at his own doors? It is known that the Philip, who had 
been one of the feven deacons, dived at Cefarea, (Aéts xxi. 8.) and 
alfo that he was an evangeli/?, and, confequently, had authority to 
do what is here afcribed to hin. 

* If Philip, Stephen, &c. were conftituted mixiffers by the iden- 
tical aét by which they were conftituted deacons, the office of mis 
nifter and that of deacon were not diftinét, but one and the fame. 
To fay the very leaft, they were united in the fame per/on. Where, 
then, was the foundation of the diftinétion between the qualifica- 
tions for the ofhce of minifter and thofe for the office of deacon, 
which the apoftle made? 1 Tim. iii. 1—13. And why did he ad- 
drefs bifhops and deacoas as diftinct perfons? Phil. i. 1. 

+ The word is kataflefomen, the fame which is ufed (Tit. i. 5.) 
te exprefs the ordination of elders. 
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tians, viz. to impart the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft; or 
(if they had poffeffed thefe gifts before) to communicate to them 
fpecial qualifications for ofice, which none can now communi- 
cate by the impolition of hands. : 

Anj. Not to infift that this objection is in dire&t oppofition to 
the avowed defigns of this tranfaction, which have already been 
exhibited, I obferve, 

(1.) Thefe men poffeffed the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft 
before their ordination or election. ' The direction of the apoftles 
was, to ‘ look out feven men [already] full of the Holy Ghoft;’ 
By which, according to the phrafeology of that day, was doubr- 
lefs included the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft. Accord-~ 
ingly ‘* they chofe Stephen, a man full of the Holy Ghoft, &c.” 

or yet, 

( 2.) Does the avewed defign of the tranfaction juftify the opi- 
nion that the impofition of hands was defigned to impart {pecial 
qualifications for office. But, granting that this was the defign, 
what wili tollow? Either too much, or nothing at all. If it fol- 
low that deacons ought not now to be ordained, this conclufion 
will equally fet atide the ordination of miniffers: for {pecial quae 
lifications tor office were anciently communicated to them by the 
impofition of hands; at leaft in certain cafes.* But moft nomi- 
nal chriftians will revolt at this conclufion, and, therefore, will 
not abide by an objection which leads to it, 

Od;. In this inttance of ordination it is likely that the apoftles 
defigned only to give fanction to a wew office, and not mere- 
ly to induét men into it. This tranfaction was, therefore, rather 
an ordination of the fice than of the offcers. Confequendly it 
is unwarrantable to repeat this ceremony after the office is eita- 
blithed. 

Anf. If this was the defign of the ordination in queftion, it is 
a wonder that fome hint ot it was not fuggefted. As the apoftles, 
according to the belief ot all, did fet the example of introducing 
men into one office in the church, by this fame ceremony, which 
they defigned fhould be imitated by pofterity; and, as they de- 
figned that their examples genera//y {hould have the force of po- 
fijive precepts; they might eatily tuppofe, that if no hint was fu. 
gefted that the ceremony in queftion was not to be repeated, it 
would be confidered of perpetual obligation: and. yet they fug- 
geited no hint of this kind; but, on the contrary, fo exprefied 
themfelves as plainly to convey the idea that the ceremony was 
detigned to confecrate men to the office, which they had a/ready 
fanétioned, by dictating the election of men to it. ” 

The defigns of the impofition of hands in the various inftances 
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recorded, feem to have been but two; which have already bee» 
explained. I can find no inftance, either in Old or New Tefta- 
ment times, in which hands were impofed with exprefs defign to 
fanction a newly-created office. Why fhould we then Sroka 
without evidence, that they were impofed with this defign in the 
inflance under confideration ? 

Furthermore, among all the offices which have been eftablithed 
im the church under different difpenfations (the one in queftion 
excepted), do we read of one, into which the firft who filled it 
was introduced with more ceremony and parade than his fuc- 
ceffors? Even in the introduction ot the firft man into the firf 
regular office, which was ever eftablifhed in the church (that of 
high prieft)—notwithftanding all the parade which generally at- 
tended the introduétion of that difpenfation, no more ceremony 
was ufed, if I miftake not, than was tfed to introduce his fuc- 
ceffors.* The objection then ought to have no force, unlefs it 
be fupported with ftronger reafons than have yet appeared. 

Oj. ‘The office of deacon is not the fame now that it former- 
ly was; or, if it be the fame, it is not fo :mportant; and, there- 
fore, there is not now the fame propriety in ordaining men to it. 

Anf. The church funds are not, it is true, fo large now as 
they were when the firft feven deacons were chofen. In confe- 
quence of great numbers of foreign profelytes, who chofe to re- 
linguifh the poffeflions which they held in. their own countries, 
and to remain at Jerufalem, the number of poor faints at that 
period became immenfe, and there was need of immenfe fums ap- 
propriated for their fupport. It became even neceffary for the 
church to throw their private intereft into a common ftock, from 
which all fhould be fupplied. “The deacons had the care of diftri- 
buting this fund; and all are ready to.confefs that their office was 
then important. But deacons remained in the church after the ne- 
ceffity of fuch immenfe funds ceafed. Mention is made of them 
in epiftles written more than thirty years after the appointment of 
the firft feven. And in one of the epiftles to Timothy+ a par- 
ticular defcrip:ion is given of men proper to be appointed to that 
office in after periods; which has every appearance that the office 
was defigned to be perpetual. The office’is here fpoken of as 
unporiant; and no hint is fuggefted of its having become infigni- 
Hcant, or of its being changed, by the diminution of church funds. 
Nor is there any reafon to doubt but that the deacons here fpoken 
of, as one of the only two kinds of ftated officers in the church, 
were ordained in manner and form as the firft feven.t 

The 


* Exod. xxviil. 45. and xxix. 29, 30. Num. xx. 26—a8. 

+ t Tim. iii. 8~1e2. 

¢ It has been doubted whether thefe men were the fame kind of 
ofhcers as thofe mentioned in the 6th of Aéts: for the latter have 
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The effential nature of the office did not depend on the extent 
of thoufandsy nor on the number of the poor to whom the deacons 
were to diftribute, nor even on the circumftance of there being 
poor under their care; but fimply on the betruf?ment of the tem- 
poral intereft of the church to them. The firft feven deacons 
were not appointed to diftribute to the pyar in particular, but to 
the whole church. It is true that the number of poor at that day 
rendered a'common ftock neceffary. And it is true alfo, that the 
complaints of fome neglected poor gave occafion for the firft ap- 
pointment of deacons to take care of the temporalities of the church: 
But after they were appointed, they had no more to do for the 
poor than for the rich—if there be any propriety in applying thefe 
relative terms to thofe whofe intereft was common. The moft 
that can be faid, therefore, is, that they had the care of a /arger 
fund than deacons now have. But this alteration makes no dif 
ference in the offce, but only in the cares attached pt A king 
is a king, whether his cares extend to one million to twent 
inillions of fubjeéts. A minifter is a minifter, whether his chure 
confift of ten or ten hundred members: and it will be granted that 
he ought to be ordained as mach in one cafe as in the other. In 
like manner, a deacon is a deacon, whether he have the care of 
ten or ten thoufand pounds af church money: and why ought he 
not to be ordained as much in one cafe as in the other? If only 
one dollar of Zion’s money is intrufted to him, the depofit is fa- 
cred ; and the ftation in which he aéts ought not to be confidered 
as trifling and unimportant. In the view of benevolence, the 
moft minute circumftance which lends its aid to advance the hap- 
pinefs of Zion, is important enough to be treated with attention 
and refpe& by mankind. : 

If a deacon be an officer in Chrift’s church, and his office de- 
pend on having /arge funds committed to his care, it feems that a 
poor church cannot be completely organized. 

If it be ftill infifted, that the care of poor faints is infeparable 
from the office of deacon, for argument’s fake, I am willing, for 
a moment, to admit it; and, on this fuppotition, will meet the ob- 
jection. While ftanding on this ground, I fhall fay, that dea- 
cons do xow ftand ready to diftribute to the poor any funds which 

the 


not the sitle of deacon given to them, and the dujfine/; of the former 
is not explained. But a little attention to the original may, perhaps, 
folve thefe doubts. The apoftles wifhed (Ads vi. 2.) to have the 
feven appointed to ferve (diakonein) tables. From this verb is de- 
rived diakonos, It is prefumed that the title diakonos (deacon) was 
given to thofe whom Paul here mentions, becaufe it was their pro- 
vince to diakonein (ferve) tables; the very end for which the feven 
were appointed, 
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the church fhall put into their hands. And if no funds for this 
purpofe are configned to them, the fault is not in tem, but in the 
church. They hold the fame office, in regard to the poor, that 
they formerly did; although the church may never enable them 
to a@ in this part of their office. And is not a juftice of the 
peace, who has been legally appointed and indacted into office, to 
all intents and purpofes a juftice of the peace, though he never 
have a cafe brought before him to judge upon? 

After men are regularly conftituted Chrift’s officers, they are 
not put out of office and disfranchifed by the neglects of others, 
While they execute their office to the beft of their ads/ity, their 
office remains unchanged. Suppofing a faithful minifter, by being 
unable to perfuade any of his people to the ufe of either of the fa- 
craments, fhould find no occafion to a/? in every part of his of- 
tice, would he therefore lofe the office and character of a minifter 
of Chrift? I prefume none will pretend it. Why, then, is it 
faid, that becaufe deacons have no opportunity to da a// that 
they were appointed to do, Chrift theretore ceafes to have fuch 
officers in his church? His officers are not thus dependent on the 
virtuous or vicious conduct of other men for exiftence. 

But if the office of deacon is not effentially the fame now that 
it formerly was, why do we call the’men who fill it by the /ame 
name? Indeed, if the office is not the fame, the officers whom 
we call deacons were neither known or authorifed by the apoftles. 
Why, then, do we refer to the choice of the feven deacons to 
countenance us in the choice of thefe? 

Indeed, if the office, though not effentially changed, has be- 
come fo unimportant, that it is no longer proper to ordain men 
to it, why do we choofe men to it?, We derive our authority 
for the choice of them from the inftance recorded in the 6th of 
Ads, in which they were ordained. And why do we ground 
on this inftance the duty and propriety of choofing them, and not 
the duty and propriety of ordaining them? If any change of 
circum{tances prevents this inftance from affording fufficient coun- 
tenance to the ordination of them, we are left without any {crip- 
ture to countenance us in the choice of them. This objection, 
therefore, will appear with no confiftency inthe mouths of any, 
except thefe who look on deacons, at the prefent day, only as a 
church committee ot human invention. 

It is believed, that a difpofition to depreciate the importance of 
this office, and to difcountenance the proper mode of induétion 
into it, has contributed much to induce and encourage the con- 
tempt which is, by many, profufely caft upon it at the prefent 
day. While the practice of ordaining continued, the office was 
refpeCtable. And would it not clearly tend to reinfpire refpect 
tor it, folemnly to confecrate men to it by the ceremony ufed by 
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the apoftles? This would make it appear no longer a ludicrous 
thing, but a facred office of Chrift; and men would foon forget 
to make the contemptiblenefs of the office an argument againft 
ordaining men to it. 

O4;. Ordination always communicates authority; and as 
deacons are velted with no authority, it is improper to ordain 
them. For the fame reafon deacons ought not to be confidered as 
officers of Chrift; for an office neceffarily impiies authority. 

Anf. 1am not difpofed to contend about names and titles. If 
the ufe of the terms office and officers, in this differtation 
has been inaccurate, I am willing to be corrected; but this will 
not affect the main queftion. Though | fee no caufe, at prefent, 
to alter my phrafeology, yet I am not anxious to cleave fo it, if 
any, other, equally proper, be lefs exceptionable. If it be intifted 
that office neceffarily implies authority, I will not contend about 
this. If it be infifted that deacons have no authority, [ am un- 
interefted in the decifion of this point. It is fufhicient to fay, that 
they have as much authority zow as they ever had. If they ever 
had authority to diftribute the monies of the church at their own 
difcretion, and in this their authority confifted, the fame authority, 
for aught that appears, they ftill poffefs. But whether there és, 
or ever was, authority attached to the office of deacon, or not, 
there is the fame propriety in ordaining men to it now as ever. 

But I beg leave to call for the evidence, that ordination neécef- 
farily communicates authority. If this evidence exifts, it muft 
be found wholly in the fcriptures. In what paffage, then, is this 
evidence to be found? ~ What authority was communicated to the 
Levites by this ceremony? What authority was communicated 
to the firfi feven deacons? If the anfwer be none, the objec- 
tion is given up. If it be faid, they did receive fome authority, 
I fhall have a right to infift, until the contrary is made to ap. 
pear, that this authority is {till retained; and thus, again, the ob- 
jection falls. Ph what other fenfe does ordination convey authority 
to miniffers, than that 1 induéts them into office, and fo, confen 
guently, invelts them with the authority attached to the office ? 
The detfign of ordination feems to be fimply to confecrate men to 
fome office. If it fo happen that authority is united to the office, 
they are, of courfe, clothed with it. If not, they have no more 
authority than before, It is not the ordination, but the office 
which they fili, which gives them the authority, if they have any. 
The objection, therefore, feems to reft upon a iniftake. 

Ot. The practice of ordaining deacons, it entered upon, 
will be a novelty and jngularity. 

Anf. That can hardly be called a novelty which was praétifed 
by the apoftles, and by the church, in after periods; which was 


handed down from the primitive church to the church of Rome, 
who 
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who have uniformly adhered to the pra¢tice from the firft; which 
was handed down from the church of Rome to the church of 
England, where it is univerfally practifed at the prefent day; 
which was handed down from the church of England to the Pu- 
ritans, and by them brought over into New-England, where it 
was generally praétifed for half a century, and in many churches 
until the very laft generation; which is practifed (if | am rightly 
informed), by the Prefbyterian churches in the United States, and 
by the Proteftant churches in Switzerland; and by how many 
more, I will not venture to fay. : 

It ought to be conceded, that the different churches and de- 
nominations above-mentioned, difagree in their ideas of the pro- 
per dufine/s of deacons: ftill they unite in the opinion, that they 
ought to be ordained; and agree in grounding this opinion on the 
ordination of the firft feven. . 

As to the fingularity which is objeéted, fo far as this confi- 
deration ought to have influence to prevent individual churches 
from immediately entering on the practice, it ought to cneage pub- 
lic bodies of chriftians to attend, without delay, to the fubject; 
that if the practice prove to be fcriptural, modeft chriftians may 
be, as foon as poffible, relieved from the painful dilemma, either 
to incur the odium of fingularity, or to do violence to their con- 
{cience. 

Doubtlefs every proper meafure fhould be taken to engage ge- 
neral attention to the fubject, and to make the practice general, 
before anv church fhould fingularly enter upon it. But if all fuch 
exertions prove incffe@tual, I fee no other way than that every 
church muft do what is right in their own eyes. And if the fin 
of fingularity be charged, let it be anfwered for by thofe who, by 
neglecting to unite in a gofpel meafure, fhall render fuch fingula- 
rity indifpenfible. 

Before the fubject is difmiffed, it may be proper to fay a few 
words i; anfwer to the queftion, ‘ WVhaofe province is it to ordain 
deacens ? | 

Ic has been faid, that if the ordination of them was defigned 
to be continued, it is natural to fuppofe, that authority was 
given to the firft feven to ordain their fucceffors, as it was to gof- 
pel minifters to ordain r4e:rs.—l think differently. It has been 
generally believed, im Prefbyterian and Congregational churches, 
that the apoftles conveyed to the ordinary minifters whom they 
ordained, a// their communicable authority. Certain it is, that 
fome of their authority was communicated to gofpel minifters. 
Certain it is, that we have no account or evidence that any of 
their authority was communicated to others befides minifters. 
And as the minifters whom they ordained to fucceed them, were 


evidently lett to fuperintend, and take the fame care of the churches 
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as they had done before, it is fufficiently evident, that the authority 
to ordain deacons, if communicated to any, was communicated to 


gofpel minifters. 











Dialogues on holy Love, between EuseBtus and CriTo, 


DIALOGUE I. 


Eu/ebius. Y AM glad of this opportunity of converfing with my 

friend Crito, which I with to improve in attendin 
to the fubject of divine, holy love. This is a fubjeét much brought 
into view of late hy many, about which there are different fenti- 
ments, which has been the occafion of no fimall difpute. And 
fome have fo refined upon it, as to introduce epithets and a lan- 
guage which have not been much ufed heretofore. ‘They = that 
this holy love confifts wholly in univerfal difinterefted benevolence, 
and that religious affection which is neceffarily implied in this, in 
which all true holinefs confifts ; and that every affection and moral 
exercife which can be diftinguifhed from this, as not implied in it, 
and which can exift without it, is not holy love, but of a nature con- 
trary to it, viz. unholy or finful. ‘They diftinguifh and feparate, 
fo as to difcard all felf-love, as altogether finful, and as being the 
effence and fum of all fin. 

I fear all this has a bad tendency, and will lead to hurtful dif- 
putes, and puzzle and offend many good people; and promote in- 
fidelity in the end. 

It has been the general opinion, I believe, that felf-love is a 
natural and innocent affeétion even in wicked men, and when 
under proper regulations in good men, it is‘a holy Jove, being an 
effential part of real holinefs. 

For my part, I can acquiefce in this, and with not to trouble 

myfelf with thefe new names and diftinétions, as hurtful to my ex- 
ercife of piety ; being affured, that to love God with all my heart, 
and my neighbour as myfelf, includes all religious affetion that 
is required. And the loweft capacity may underftand what this 
1s, without introducing new names, and an hundred critical defini- 
tions, which only tend to darken and confufe the fubjec. 
Crito. 1am pleafed to meet my friend Eufebius ; and that he has 
introduced this important fubject to be the topic of our converfa- 
tion, hoping we fhall affift each other to obtain greater light and 
fatisfa€tion refpecting it, than we have hitherto obtained. 

The feripture reprefents, as you have obferved, that love is the 
whole of all true holinefs. The law of God, which is the rule 
and ftandard of all that is right or holy, requires nothing but 
love. ‘“ Thou fhalt Jove the Lord with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbour as thyfelf,” is all that is required in the law and die 
prophets, 
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prophets, and in the whole of divine revelation. The Apoftle 
Paul fays, that love is the fulfilling of the law. And the Apoftle 
John {peaks of love as the effence and the whole of true religion, 
by which it is diftinguifhed from all erroneous and falfe appear- 
ances and pretences of religion. He fays, ‘* LovE is of God, and 
every one that /oveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He 
that Joveth not, knoweth not God; for God is /ove. God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him.” [1 John iv. 7, 8, 16.] The Apoftle Paul fays that he 
who has not /ove, has no chriftian attainment, nothing that is truly 
holy. [1 Cor. xiii.] The word ayaa which is tranflated cha- 
rity here, and in feveral other places, fhould have been tranflated 
love ; for this is the proper and only meaning of the word; which 
is ufed above an hundred times in the New Teftament, and figni- 
fies not only love, but Aaly /ove, in every inftance where it is 
ufed. From all this which is faid of love, it does not appear to 
be made up of feveral heterogeneous things of different nature and 
kind; but to be of one fimple uncompounded nature, whatever 
may be the properties of it, and how much foever it may include 
and comprebend. God is Jove; Jove is of God. He that /oveth 
is born of God. He that dwelleth in /ove, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him. This love is of the fame nature and kind in all the 
exercifes of it, and whatever is the object of it; and is the fame as it 
exifts in God, and in creatures; for it is by this love that men 
become like God in his moral character, and are partakers of the 
divine nature. 

Eufebius. All this I can underftand, and I fuppofe will be plain 
to every attentive mind. If you will ftop here, and not fay things 
which tend to puzzle me and others, and confufe the fubje&, I 
fhail be eafy. 

Crite. Nothing has been yet faid to fhew the nature and kind of 
this love, in which it is diftinguithed from all other kinds of love, 
and from every moral exercife, which is not holinefs, but of a 
contrary nature. Would you not with, my friend, to be able 
to diftinguith between that which is holy love, and what is not fo? 
‘There are different and oppofite kinds of exercifes which are called 
love; fuch as love of the world, love of pleafure, felf-love or 
felfithne’s, and the love which is peculiar between the fexes. All 
thefe kinds of love take place in wicked men, and therefore do not 
imply any holinefs; and moft of them are contrary to holy love. 
Would you not with to be able clearly to diftinguifh between 
thele? And are you not willing to take pains to know what is the 
nature of holy love, and diftinguith it from every thing elfe, which 
is not fo, though it may affume the name of love? If you are 
not difpofed carefully to inquire into this matter, you are greatly 
expofad to be deceived, and to call good evil, and eyil good. And 


Dd 
who can tell what will be the confequence ? 


Eufebius. 
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Eufchius. 1 am willing to attend and inquire into this fubject; 
if he holy feripture is made the guide, and a be advanced 
chat cannot be made plain to every ferious chriftian, and thofe 
epithets and diftinétions be avoided, which tend only to confufe 
or offend them. 

Crito. I would make the {criptures my guide in all —— of 
this kind “not doubting that there is light enough contained in them 
by which it may be plainly difcovered what true holy love is, fo 
as to diftinguifh it from all other kinds of love, and from every 
counterfeit, by every honeft mind who will carefully attend. 
But we mutt ufe all the reafon we have in this examination ; oy 
which the true meaning of {cripture is to be learned; and thofe 
confequences may be drawn which evidently and undeniably fol- 
low, trom any one, two, or more paflages of fcripture, when 
compared. For what certainly follows from any one, two, or 
more truths which are afferted in fcripture, is really fcripture, or 
contained in divine reyelation. ts | 

As to the word bencvolence, it has been introduced and ufed on 
this fubjeét, as beft fuited to exprefs the ideas to be communicated. 
The meaning is well underftood, viz. good will, or goodnefs, 
which words are, perhape, mére liable to be mifunderftood. The 
word is found in fcripture, in our tranflation, 1 Cor. vii. 3. 

Let us not contend about words, if the ideas intended to be 
expreffed are true, and there be no difagreement or mifunderftand~ 
ing with refpeét to them. The meaning and propriety of the ufe 
of the words univerf{al difintercfied benevolence, will appear as 
we proceed on this fubject. : 

Eufebius. | am willing to hear what you have to fay on the 
fubject, and will endeavour to attend without prejudice. 

Crito. It is a fettled point, that ail holinefs confifts in love: 
and it is a love which no fianer who is not born again ever had. 
For the Apoftle John fays, ‘* he that loveth is born of God,” 
which implies that he who is not bora of God dogs notlove. He 
therefore adds, *‘ he that /oveth not, knoweth not God; for God is 
love.” This fuppofes that there are fome, even all who are not 
born of God, who have no loye, that is, none of the kind of love 
of which he {fpeaks. It is, therefore, peculiar to good or holy men. 
Confequently, /e/f-/ove is no part of it; for this unregenerate 
wicked men have. And, by the way, it is here plainly afferted, 
that all unregenerate men are totally depraved; as it is faid they 
have none of that love, in which all moral goodnefs or holinets 
confisft. “To be without all moral goodnefs, and total moral de- 
pravity, is the fame. 

‘There is no other good or holy love but the love of benevo- 
lence, or good will; the love of complacency in moral good or 
holinels: theloye of gratitude ; and love of efteem, if this can be dif- 
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tinguifhed from complacential and grateful love. There is holi. 
nefs in all this love, and it muft therefore all be included in the 
holy love under confideration. And I believe that upon examina- 
tion all this will be evidently found to be neceffarily implied in be- 
nevolence, and in nothing really diftin& from it, or any thing elfe 
but the natural, genuine exercife of it. And that the love of 
complacence, gratiude, and efteem, cannot exift, where there is 
s10. benevolence, as the latter is the foundation and effence of the 
whole. 

Faithy repentance, hatred of moral evil, humility, hope, pati- 
ence, meeknefs, &c. are included in benevolence, and cannot 
exift without it: for the effence of all thefe, and of every chrif- 
tian grace, or branch of true holinefs, is love, agreeable to 1 Cor. 
xiii. This love, therefore, fulfills the law, being the whole that 
is required. 

That this reprefentation’ is‘agreeable to truth, and to fcripture, 
is evident from what is faid of love in the fore-mentioned i John: 
ivth chapter. There it is faid, ** God is love.” His whole moral 
character, or his holinefs, confifts in love, and nothing elfe. 
There we are told what is meant by this love, in what it confifts, 
and how, and in what it appears and isacted out, in the higheft 
and moft remarkable inftance of it. * in this was manifefted the 
love of God towards us, becaufe that God fent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is 
Love. Not that we have loved God, but that he loved us, and 
fent his Son to be the propitiation for our fins.’” In this was ma- 
nifefted the love of God towards us. Herein is love. When 
the apoftle had faid, “God is love,” he turns onr attention to 
this object, and tells us-what this love is, and in what way it was. 
acted out. Let us look atit.- Is it not benevolence or goodnefs, 
and nothing elfe?. Giving his Son to die for finful man, who 
could not be the object of complacency.. The apoftle excludes 
this, by faying, * not that we loved God.” When the 
infpired man exprefily undertook to tell us what that love was 
in which the moral character of God confifts, he certainly: 
would have mentioned fomething. befides benevolent love, if 
this did not comprehend the whole. This is the conftant repre- 
fentation of feripture. ‘* God fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotien Son, tha: whofoever believeth in him fhould not 
perith, but have everlafting life. God commendeth his Jove to- 
wards us, in that, while we were yet finners, Chrift died for us. 

This divine benevolent love neceffarily implies and includes in 
the nature of it, complacence, and delight in benevolence, where- 
ever it exifts. And as God is omnipotent, and infinitely intelligent, 
this love implies, in him, witdom to know, and determine, and ef- 
fect, all that which fhall produce and iffue in the greateft poffible 
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good, or happinefs of univerfal exiftence. It implies eve thing 
in which an infinitely perfect moral character conflifts: righteouf- 
nefs, juftice, truth, and faithfulnefs. And it neceffarily implies 
hatred of all that evil, moral and natural, which is, in itfelf, op- 
pofite to benevolence, and a difpofition and determination to pre- 
vent the exiftence of all this evil in creatures, which will not, ia 
the iffue, by his over-ruling hand, promote the greateft pofhble 
good, and is not neceflary to apfwer this end. And, confequently, 
this love will punifh and infli@ all that natural evil, on finning 
creatures, which they deferve, in every inftance in which it is ne- 
ceffary to effect the greateft good of the whole, and in no other. 
Thus the exercife of juftice, in infli€ting the greateft punifhments 
which do or ever will take place, -is-really an exercife of infinite 
benevolence or goodnefs, 

Since divine holinefs.confifts in benevolent‘love, it is*certain 
that human or creature holinefs confifts in the fame, as the latter 
.is an emanation from the former, and forms men into the moral 
image and likenefs ef God, being of the fame nature and ay 
with divine holinefs. And this the fcripture abundantly affefts. 
The apoftle John, when {peaking of the benevolent love of God, 
in fending his Son to redeem Joft man, fays, “‘ Beloved, if‘God fo 
Joved us, we ought alfo to love one another.”” As he recommends 
the love of God to be imitated 4y us, he muft mean the-fame 
kind of love to be exercifed by us. This is ftrongly afferted* when 
he fays, ‘‘ He that dwelleth in love dwelieth in God, and God in 
him.” If the holy Jove of men, both to God and man, were not 
the fame, in nature and kind, with the benevolent love of God, 
in which his holinefs confifts, he could not by this-love, be it ever 
fo ftrong, dwell in God, or God in him; for no love but that 
which is of the fame -nature and kind can produce any union of 
hearts. Agreeable to this, the apoftle reprefents love to God and 
love to our brother as infeparably -connected. “If any man 
fay, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar. , Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, becaufe he laid down his life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our-lives for the brethren. But who- 
fo hath this world’s good, and feeth his brother have need, and 
fhutteth up his bowels of compaffion from him, how dwelleth the 
love of God inhim.” ‘Here the love to the brethren mentioned is 
love of benevolence; and this is fo connected with the love of 
4God, that where the former is not, the latter cannot exift. Hence 
it appears, that there is not only a certain connection between 
thefe, but that love to God is love of benevolence. “ this we 
‘now that we love the children.of God, when we love God. We 
know that we have paffed from death unto life, becaufe we love 
the brethren. And this commandment have we from him, that 


de who loveth God, love his brother alfo.” In all thefe gum 
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love to God, and love to our neighbour, are conrieSted fo that 
they cannot be feparated, and one may certainly be inferred from 
the other. It muft therefore be of the fame nature and kind, 
that is, love of benevolence. 

On the whole, is it not as apparent. and certain as any thing of 
a moral nature can be, that the love in which holinefs contifts, 
m God and in creatures, is the fame in nature and kind; and 
that this holy, love is benevolence, or benevolent love, and nothing 

elfe’ not implied in this: fo that where there is benevolence, or 
g yodnefs of heart, there is the whole of holy love; and where there 
is no Pe there is no part or degree of holinefs ? 

Eufebius. Udo not, at prefent, fee that what you have advanced ; 
the fubftance of it, at leaft, is not agreeable to {cripture: and [hope 
I fhali receive benefit by this converfation. But though you have 
mentioned univer{al difinterefled benevolence, you have not par- 
ticularly explained this phrafe, which is fo frequently ufed of late; 
{ am ftill in the dark about the meaning and propriety of thefe 
words ;, fhould, therefore, be glad to have further converfation 
on this fubje&. But as we can {pend no more time together now; 
J with to meet you again as foon as may be, that we may attend 
farther on this fubjeét, which flrongly arrefts my attention. 

Crito. To-morrow I hope to have leifure for another inter+ 
view, and thall, with pleafure, meet you here, to converfe furs 
ther on this fubjed. 

(fo be continued.) 





Mr. Davis, February 23, 1798 
Ff the follawins Strifures be acceptable, infert them in your 
ufeful Mazazine—if not, burn them.—From a Reader. 


OW is Romans ix. 3. to be underftood? *“ For I could 
H with that myfelf were accurfed from Chrift for my bre- 
ihren, my kinfmen according to the flefh.” 

Some have feemed to extend its import fo far as to include, af- 
fert, and warrant, a willingnefs to endure damnation as the highett 
exercife of fubmiflion to divine fovreignty. Upon this fuppofed 
import, building the necefhuty of reconciliatipn to eternal banifh- 
ment from God, the infinite fource of bleffednefs, and the portion 
of chrittians, if it be for his glory. But let me modeftly afk, can 
it be for his glory that thofe who fupremely love him, and delight 
and rejoice in him, fhould be finally and forever feparated from 
him? ~All the affurances of that inc orruptible word of truth, 
which liveth and abideth forever, are of a different caft.  ** It is 
not the will of your Father in Heaven, that one of thefe little ones, 
that beligye in ime, fhould perifh,” Matt. xviii. 14, If it be nat 

his 

















Explanatory Note’: is? 


his will, it fhould not be their will. Our will and the divine 
will fhould fweetly harmonize. Secret things belong to the Lord 
our God; but thofe which are revealed belong unto us, that we 
may pleafe and enjoy God. Deut. xxix. 29. Everlafting de- 
ftruétion cannot be a direct object of detire with any. The work 
do not directly choofe ruin, though they difregard the effe&ts of 
moral evil; they love fin, and hazard or difbeheve future punith- 
ment. But their unbelief or contempt does not proceed froma love 
df mifery, but from an abfurd and a criminal preference for folly. 
But real faints deprecate deftruction :—the thonght of being fub 
ieGted to it is infupportable. The profpect of enjoying God is 
their prefeut fupport. The actual, full, and everlaiting enjoy- 
ment of him, is heaven itfelf: the confumthation of hope, the per- 
fection of felicity. While this temper lives in them, which was 
not fecured to fallen angels, and the covenant of grace fecures its 
continuance and prevalence, it is impoffible that they {hould con- 
template feparation from God with pleafure, or readily fubmit to a 
condition which is only and juftly connected with enmity againft 
God. Is it admiffible, is it confiftent, that holinefs, which effén- 
tially lies in moral likenefs to God; and, as the reward of it in 
eternal communion with God in glory, fhould alfo effentially lie 
in unlikenefs to God, and feparation from him? The ground of 
feparation is unlikenefs. The defert of punifhnient is oppofition 
ot character and temper. But here there is union. Yet union 
muft excite and fofter a defire of perpetual diftance. It cannot 
be for the glory of grace, nor of holinefs,.nor righteoufnefs. nor 
faithfulnefs. All thefe are infinitely glorified through Chrift in 
faving all believers. “The unerring pages of infpiration acquaint 
us with the ways in which the divine glory is advanced. God 
hath chofen and called chriftians to falvation through fanétification 
of the fpirit, and belief of the truth. ‘Their fubmifhon confifts in 
an entire willingnefs tiat Chrift fhould be made of God, unto 
them wifdom, righteouinefs, fanctification, and redemption; in 
glorying only in the crofs; in depending upon the fpirit to fulfill 
the whole good pleafure of God towards them; in making them 
meet in his own way, and receiving them in his own time, when” 
his difcipline with them ends, to thé inheritance of the faints in 
light. A wide field opens for fubmiffion. 

Some have treated it as an hyperbolical mode of expreffion, pur- 
porting the moft ardent effufions of chriftian benevolence, carried 
out towards the jewiih nation; the apoftle being willing to fufs 
ter both martyrdom and perdition for their {piritual good. Paffing 
this conftruction, without an unfriendly remark, allow me w ot- 
fer my, and a different, opinion upon the paffage. 

Only inclofe the doubttul part of it in a parenthefis, and render 
one Greek word differently, yet grammatically, and the a 
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culty will difappear. Thus: “ I {peak the truth in Chrift, I lie 
not; my confcience alfo bearing me witnefs in the Holy Ghoft, 
that [ have great heavinefs, and continual forrow of heart; (for I 
could with that myfelf were accurfed from Chrift) for my bre- 
thren, my kinfmen according to the flefh.” Omit, in the read- 
ing, what the parenthefis inclofes, and it is eafy—it is complete— 
the fenfe is fully given—and the connedtion is unbroken. His 
Jove for the Jews, is ftrongly defcribed by the preceding expref- 
fions—“ the great heavinefs and continual forrow of his heart.” 
This was the more unexpected and wonderful, when we-confider 
with what perfecuting, violent, and brutal rage, they always treated 
him. Still it was both his heart’s defire, and daily prayer to God, 
that Ifrael mizht be faved. The Greek is improperly tranflated. 
The verb euchomene being not in the prefent, but in the paft tenfe 
ortime. It fhould not be * I could with,” ‘but I did with, or, I 
wifhed, myfelf accurfed from Chrift, referring to a former ftate, 
when he was a plafphemer, and a perfecuter, and injurious, and 
the chief of finners. While refleGting upon the violent prejudices 
of the Jews againft Chrift, his mind was’ involuntarily, or 
perhaps neceffarily, carried to his former blindnefs and bigotry, 
and to the wickednefs and danger of unbelief: hence he was more 
powerfully conftrained; yea borne down, as by a torrent, with 
the vehemence of his affection and the unconquerable ardor of his 
defire for the converfion and falvation of his brethren, his kinfmen 
according to the flefh. He prayed more earneftly, he laboured 
more abundantly, he forrowed more exceedingly for them, becaufe 
he knew, in a meafure, from paft experience, how criminal it was 
to refift Chrift—how dreadful it was to be excufed, feparated, and 

ebarred, all the rich and endlefs bleffings and mercies of Chritt’s 
mediation. 

If what has been obferved be fatisfactory, or if it prompt the 
angenious and pious to an abler difcuffion of the paffage, I have a 
éull reward of my labour. 

Yours, with refpedt, S. 
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“* Sermons on Important SubjeAs, colleAed from a number of 
Minifiers in fome of the Northern States of America. 
Fginted at Hartford, 1797. 


HERE have been, not only a large number of valuable fepa- 

rate fermons, publifhed, within a few years, in New-Eng- 

land; but aconfiderable number of volumes, ‘which, upon the whole 
are 
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are no difadvantage to the reputation of American literature and the- 
elogy. We cannot, however, confider this volume of fermons 
as inferior to any that have gone before it. Perhaps, all ae 
confidered, it is not exceeded by any European or American pu 
lication of the like kind. Saurin has writen eloquently,” Tillot- 
fon fmoothly, Sherlock neatly and argumentatively, South wituly,, 
and Blair prettily. Prefident Davies is warm, copious, and per~ 
fuafive. Prefident Edwards has combined great inftruction, with 
an elevated piety, in his fermons: but, unlefs partiality to our 
own country, and to modern improvements deceive us, this vo- 
lume, for the importance of its fubjeéts, its orthodoxy, its energy 
of fentiment and diétion, promifes as much as any one worl 

a like magnitude, to eftablith the minds of men in truth and piety, 
to undeceive thofe who are deceived, and to meeten for future - 
happinefs, all who are willing to be faved on the gofpel plan. 





Fwenty-four Sermons, on various ufeful fuljedts, by the Re- 
verend Nehemiah Williams, A. M. A. A. §. late Paftor of 
the Church in Brimfield, Maffachufetts, a pofthumous work. 
THESE fermoas, publifhed by the defire of a large number of 

friends to the memory of Mr. Williams, and fince his death, have 


' not, as it is faidj; had the benefit of the laft corrections of the 


author. They come out therefore neceffarily under fome difad- 
vantage. The fermons cannot be faid to’ be fo deeply theologic, 
or wrought on fo high a fcale of fentimental inftrution.as fome 
others. Yet it muft be admitted; that, comprehending matter, and: 
manner, they are more valuable than a multitude of volumes of 
fermons that have been publifhed. “Fhey are folemn, and adapted: 
much to the family. There is a pleafing ftrain of devotion, and 
the effence of the Chriftian temper running through them. And 
the ftyle, if not highly eloquent, muft be allowed to have the cha- 
racters of perfpicuity and eafe.. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





Edinburgh, Ofober 16, 1797. 
E have juft received intelligence of the fafe arrival, at 
London, of the four Miffionaries from Scotland, together 
with Mrs. Campbell and daugiiters, the family of Mr. Duncan 
Campbell, a former Miffionary from Glafgow, now at Sierra 
Ione. A paffage to Africa, for all the Miffionaries and ail the 
women, is engaged in the Calypfo, a fhip belong to the Sierra 
Leone Company, which has already failed to Gravefend, and tiem 
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foon proceed on her voyage to Sierra Leone. The London Mif. 
fionaries, whofe names are Mr. Ruffel and Mr. Capp, were tae 
be publicly defignated on*this very day; and if there was a pro- 
balulity of their joining the fhip before the failed from Gravetend, 
they wére to fet out for that place this afternoon; otherwife they. 
would proceed to Portfmouth, and embark there. It will, no 
doubt, be very convenient, and gratifying to the Miffionaries, that 
they and their friends are to be conveyed in the fame thip. May 
the prefence and bieffing of Jehovah go with them! 

By the lait difpaiches from Sierra Leone, very favourable ac- 
counts have been received of the Foulah country.” The deftina~ 
tion, however, of the Miffionaries to that place is only condi- 
tional. Governor Macaulay has pointed out feveral different fta- 
tions on the coat of Africa, to which Miffionaries might be fent 
with confiderable profpe& of fuccefs. And as the focieties have 
the utmoft confidence in his knowledge of the country, and good 
will to their fchemes, as well as in Mr. Clark, chaplain of the 
colony, they have refolved, that the Miflionaries intended for 
Africa thall proceed to the fettlement of Free-Town, with a view 
to exercife their miffion in the Foulah country, if, in the opinion 
of Mr. Macaulay and Mr. Clark, the tranquillity of that country 
is fo far we i us to encourage it: but otherwife, that their 
deftination be referred to the decityon of the above-mentioned gen- 
tlemen. ‘ 





New-Ferfey, January, 1798. 

THERE has been, thefe two years paft, a remarkable awak- 
ening, and attention to religion, in Hackenfack, Scralenburgh, 
Cloilter, and places contiguous, under the miniftry of the Rey, 
Solomon Freligh. It has the appearance of a genuine work of 
God's fpirit, and, no doubt, many are hopefully converted. This 
revival is among the black people as well as the white. And each 
have, every Sabbath afternoon (and the white people once be- 
fides, in the middle of the week), a meeting for prayer, attendg] 
with great folemnity. It is aftonifhing what a gift of prayer many 
of the black people have, who were, a few years ago, very in- 
attentive to the ‘* one thing needful.”” A hopeful work is now 
reviving, after a time of great {piritual deadnefs. 

May the Lord grant, that this is only an earneft of a future 
abundant harveit. 
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